B CHARACTERS & SYMBOLS

TYPES OF TYPE

Allhough type can come in virluall}' any shape,
fonts fall into certain classes, d(‘p(‘nding on their
characteristics. To talk inlvlligvnl ly about typelac-
es, you need to know what these general classifica-

t{ions are.

Monospace or proportional typefaces

;lf'lnn-:,v.s‘pw.'e or tﬁ.\'ed—u'iJIh—('hara(‘lt‘rs occupy
the exact same horizontal space, and the space
between cach letter does not vary. Alternatively,
proportional—or variable-width—{onts occupy as
much horizontal space as is needed to display the
glyph, as set by the typographer, and the amount
of space between glyphs will vary as needed for

()ptimal lvgibilit}',
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Monospace fonts were originally developed for
typewriters, which r(‘quirvd consistency between
cach letter. 'l'hv}' are often used to displa}-‘ ('()mpul -
er code, where consistent type sizes are ht‘lpftll for
dcbugging. [However, monospaccd types are less
legible than proportional types are for body copy,

and cven lt.‘:';!s' l(‘aibl(‘ al largvr S1Z€S.



