Environment and Behavior, Vol. 34, No. 1, 8-25 (2002)
DOI: 10.1177/0013916502034001002
© 2002 SAGE Publications

The Theoretical Background of the City-ldentity-
Sustainability Network

Enric Pol

University of Barcelona
ABSTRACT

The City-Identity-Sustainability (CIS) Research Network aims to investigate the
relationship between several conditions and processes that shape social identity—such
as the quality of the urban area, residents’satisfaction, community identification, and
sense of cohesion—and the relationship between these factors, taken as a whole, and
sustainability. The objective of the project was to determine whether the presence of
these factors favors sustainability and, likewise, whether the absence of some of the
factors impedes sustainability.

The CIS Network carried out its research in seven sites in Latin America and Europe,
using the same questionnaire in each setting and complementing it with local qualitative
research. The results showed a reasonable fit to the structural models of the
hypothesized relationships. In light of the results, the research network suggests social
and environmental intervention strategies to promote sustainability. This article focuses
on the theoretical construction of the models.



