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The UB Solidarity Foundation 
 
The work of the UB Solidarity Foundation focuses on development cooperation, the construction of a 
culture of peace, the protection of human rights, and other concerns such as social marginalisation, 
social exclusion and immigration. 
In the area of development cooperation, the foundation provides advice and assessment services to 
various bodies, with special emphasis on cooperation at a local level. This year the foundation worked 
with government bodies such as the provincial government of Barcelona and the city halls of 
Barcelona, Manresa, Sant Just Desvern, Sabadell, l’Escala, Sant Feliu de Llobregat, Rubí and Molins 
de Rei, as well as the district council of Alt Empordà. The foundation also carried out assessments for 
other universities, including the Technical University of Madrid and the Universitat Politècnica de 
Catalunya, in addition to the University of Barcelona. 
Also in the area of development cooperation, the foundation took part in a number of specific projects 
involving the active participation of UB teaching and research staff. Examples include areas such as 
water management and improved effectiveness in local government in Morocco, rural development 
and the construction of peace in Colombia, the preservation of cultural heritage in Senegal, and land 
management planning in Nicaragua. During the year, the Solidarity Foundation continued work on a 
human rights research project in collaboration with the Centre for Research in Social and Cultural 
Anthropology in Oran, Algeria, under the Algeria-Universities cooperation program sponsored by the 
Vives Network of universities. The foundation also reached an agreement to conduct a similar project 
in 2009 with the University of Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The foundation pursued an advertising campaign this year, entitled Solidaritat amb coneixement, to 
publicize the projects undertaken by the UB in pursuit of solidarity and international cooperation. The 
campaign featured the 90 projects conducted by the UB and UB Group organizations in the interest of 
international cooperation in countries in Central and South America and Africa. 
The Solidarity Observatory plays a fundamental role in the Solidarity Foundation’s work on behalf of 
peace and the protection of human rights. Active conflicts throughout the world are monitored at the 
observatory and tools are devised to enhance their understanding and analysis and to support 
peacemaking efforts. Work on the Paula program, which is focused on peace in the classroom, also 
continued this year with the provision of educational material from the Solidarity Observatory for use 
by teachers in the classroom. The Paula program, which created the Paula Portal of Education for 
Peace, was developed in collaboration with the UB Institute of Educational Sciences. During the 
academic year 2007-2008, the observatory also held the third edition of its research prize for 

secondary-school projects related to the topic of 
peace. The number of entries rose to 9,000, which was 
50% higher than the previous year. 
UB’s Solidarity Foundation also continued its work with 
other universities, particularly within the structures set 
up by the Joan Lluís Vives Institute. It took part in the 
institute’s Cooperation and Solidarity Committee, 
which coordinates the universities’ activities in 
promotion of solidarity, and in the meetings of the 
Cooperation Committee of CRUE (Conference of 
Spanish University Rectors). The Solidarity Foundation 
is also part of the Catalan Federation of NGOs for the 
protection of human rights and takes part in its 
collaboration and exchange bodies. 
Finally, the foundation organized the second annual 
series of autumn activities on solidarity, including 
seminars, workshops, debates, exhibitions and films 
on topics related to solidarity and cooperation. The 
foundation organized the events, which were held 
across all the campuses of the UB during the months 
of October and November 2007, to raise awareness 
among the university community with respect to the 
issues at stake. 
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The Vives University Network 
 
The academic year 2007-2008 served to consolidate the institute’s strategic focus approved by the 
General Counsel of Rectors, which centres on inter-university collaboration, information and 
dissemination of knowledge, language unity, culture, academic development and international 
relations.  
A number of important initiatives were carried out during the academic year, including the 
implementation of the first phase of the Algeria-Universities cooperation program, which is designed to 
establish cooperation agreements with the fourteen institutions in the Western Universities Regional 
Conference (CRUO) of Algeria. The program received the backing of regional and national 
development cooperation agencies in Catalonia and Spain. The fundamental aim of the program is 
the integration and recognition of the higher education system of Algeria within the rest of the 
Mediterranean area. 
Other activities included the Joan Lluís Vives Prize for scientific communication, a series of university 
debates, doctoral and advanced training programs at Morella, the 4th Edition of the University 
Debating League, the 13th Introduction to University Theatre, the publication of two new university 
vocabulary guides for music education and Roman law, and the publication of a guide to summer 
courses at all participating universities.  
The institute also published a new journal: BUC. Universitat. Cultura. Llibres. The journal replaces the 
former NEU catalog and its wide-ranging aims include the promotion of new university publications; 
notification of the universities’ most noteworthy activities in the areas of cultural advancement, 
research and teaching; and analysis of the main social, cultural and scientific events of the day from a 
university standpoint or from the viewpoint of individual experts with knowledge in the area concerned. 
The network also participated in the 2007 Frankfurt Book Fair, which featured the Catalan culture as 
guest of honor. The network ran its own stand within the UB stand, offering a sample of the main 
publications available from publishers in the Catalan language. The network also took part in the 
academic program, joining various round-table discussions. 
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VIII. ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 
Financial agreements 
 
During the academic year 2007-2008 the University of Barcelona has continued the new collaboration 
agreements reached in the previous year with its financial partners: Caixa Catalunya, or "la Caixa", 
and Santander Bank. The total value of the agreements stands at €18,509,000. 
The agreements link the two financial institutions to the UB Group until the 2010-2011 academic year 
and ensure funding for the following initiatives: scientific and enterprise projects (promotion and 
development of a bioincubator based at the Barcelona Science Park, a pioneering nanobiomedicine 
program, a program for the valuation and marketing of research results, an annual predoctoral 
scholarship program, and master's degree and other postgraduate programs), the strengthening of 
corporate training and staff mobility, consolidation of the internationalization of the UB, collaboration in 
the creation of the Torribera Food and Nutrition Campus in Santa Coloma de Gramenet, and the 
general improvement of university assets. Notably, the vital task of updating the University of 
Barcelona’s property registry was also completed in the period. 
In addition, a number of steps were taken to develop the various campuses of the University, and 
agreements have been reached with the Barcelona City Council and other institutions to move forward 
in this area. The most significant are:  
 
Humanities Campus 
In preparation for the EUA conference at the UB, the assembly hall the Paranimf underwent 
renovations and refurbishment in the first term of 2008. Improvements were made to the electrical 
system, the lighting, the computer equipment and the sound and audiovisual systems. Opportunity 
was also taken to enhance areas in the vicinity of the Paranimf, such as the anteroom leading to the 
seat that presides over the hall. In addition, a series of improvements were undertaken to give greater 
distinction to other areas of the Historic Building and to the Botanical Gardens. 
 
Diagonal Campus Gateway to Knowledge 
In the summer of 2007, the Barcelona City Council gave final approval to the urban development plan 
aimed at improving the western sector of the south campus. The plan enabled the UB to expand with 
the addition of three new structures: an extension to the Faculty of Fine Arts, the new Faculty of 
Pharmacy, and the Scientific Infrastructure Centre for Research and Technological Innovation 
(CICRIT). 
On the UB’s initiative, an addendum to the agreement of 1999 was signed. The addendum adjusted 
the way in which the two universities (UB and UPC) divide their leases and it included a commitment 
by the city council to carry out the capital expenditure necessary for further development of the south 
Diagonal campus. The Barcelona City Council is set to begin urban development works in the street 
Martí i Franquès at the start of 2009. 
In addition, after negotiations with the Gaudí Chair at the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, the 
Gaudí Pavilions were fully returned to the UB in July 2008. The returned spaces include two buildings 
(a coach house/stables and a gatekeeper’s lodge) and the Garden of the Hesperides. The property, 
which is of great architectural value, awaits full-scale restoration. Among other uses, it will be made 
available for UB events.  
The new library of the Faculty of Biology was opened during the year. The new building, which adds 
3,700 sq m of floor space, contains works in the areas of biology, biotechnology and environmental 
sciences. 
 
Bellvitge Health Sciences Campus  
On 10 October 2006, the signing ceremony was held for a collaboration agreement involving the 
Department of Health, the Department of Education and Universities, and the Department of Labour 
and Industry for the Generalitat of Catalonia, the City Council of l'Hospitalet de Llobregat, the 
Foundation of the Bioregion of Catalonia, and the University of Barcelona. The agreement addressed 
the development of the BioPol project in l’Hospitalet and the creation of the Health Science Park there. 
 During 2007, the committee implementing the agreement made progress on the development of the 
Health Science Park in l’Hospitalet. A key objective was to establish an effective knowledge transfer 
process, bringing together university research groups and public research centres with business R&D 
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departments and new biotechnology companies. In order to facilitate scientific work and business 
success in health science areas, such as biomedicine, biotechnology, neurosciences, dentistry and 
podology, researchers will eventually be added from IDIBELL, IBEC, CSIC and elsewhere. 
In the summer of 2008, construction work on the headquarters and laboratories proceeded next to the 
classroom building on the Bellvitge campus. The premises were expected to open in November. 
 
Mundet Campus – University of Barcelona  
Renovations were completed on the Pavilion of the Republic, fulfilling an agreement reached between 
the Barcelona City Council, the Generalitat of Catalonia and the University of Barcelona. The work to 
date mainly affects the facade and flooring, renovation of structural elements, refurbishment of 
facilities, and installation of a heating and air conditioning system.  
 
Torribera Food and Nutrition Campus  
During the academic year 2007-2008, public contracts were tendered and work began to renovate the 
three pavilions designated for campus use: Verdaguer, Gaudí and Marina. Financial support for 
renovation of the Verdaguer Pavilion was provided by the “la Caixa” Foundation (by express 
agreement). In the case of the Gaudí and Marina Pavilions, public funding allocated for science parks 
was obtained. The completion date for the work is set for the last quarter of 2009.  
Lastly, an application for permission to construct new buildings on the campus was proceeding 
through its early stages, with the close involvement of the Barcelona Provincial Government and the 
Santa Coloma City Council. The new buildings, providing approximately 40,000 sq m of floor area, 
respond to requirements for classroom and research space, a new technology area and knowledge 
transfer capacity. 
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UB Group aggregate accounts for the 2007 financial year 
 
Balance Sheet 2007  
 

ASSETS 
 

648,404,292.41 
 

B) Fixed assets 
 

479,974,614.14 
 

I Start-up costs 0.00  

II Intangible fixed assets 10,795,832.12  

Software 4,344,723.80  

Other intangible fixed assets 16,240,810.88  

Concessions 2,702,093.72  

Accumulated depreciation of intangible fixed assets -12,491,796.28  

III Tangible fixed assets 440,502,741.12  

Land and buildings 443,040,113.08  

Technical installations and machinery 36,569,410.85  

Equipment and furniture 86,854,430.58  

Computer equipment 41,473,069.29  

Other tangible assets 166,608,023.02  

Accumulated depreciation of tangible assets -334,042,305.70  

IV Long-term investments 28,676,040.90  

Investments managed by other bodies 3,000,000.00  

Permanent financial investments 25,310,942.72  

Shares in partially-owned companies 16,951.19  

Securities 348,146.99  

Provisions 0.00  

C) Intangible assets 
0.00  

D) Deferred costs 
19,976,096.53  

E) Working capital 
148,453,581.74  

II Stocks 570,948.31  

Stocks 902,382.33  

Provisions for depreciation of stocks -331,434.02  

III Debtors 105,687,641.91  

Customers 19,794,596.32  

Debtors 68,295,702.39  

Other debtors 5,865,098.56  

Public administrations 24,645,905.68  

Provisions -12,913,661.04  

IV Temporary investments 29,468,621.27  

VI Liquid assets 9,978,955.07  

VII Accruals 2,747,415.18  
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LIABILITIES 

 
648,404,292.41 

 

A) Endowment funds and reserves 
 

49,502,150.57  

I Capital 104,759,721.19  

Parent company 89,007,565.53  

UB Group shell companies 11,141,163.14  

UB Group foundations 4,610,992.52  

II Reserves held by parent company   

III Reserves held by foundations -21,644,933.37  

V Reserves held by fully consolidated companies 8,736.78  

VII Gains and losses attributable to parent company -33,781,984.23  

 1 Consolidated gains and losses -33,621,374.03  

2 Gains and losses attributable to external partners 160,610.20  

B) External partners 
0.00 

 

C) Consolidated losses 
0.00 

 

D) Deferred income 
244,633,884.47 

 

E) Provisions for risks and costs 
16,280,548.50 

 

F) Long-term creditors 
140,956,789.03 

 

G) Short-term creditors 
197,030,919.84 

 

I Short-term creditors, Financial institutions 5,682,133.96  

IV Current creditors 52,277,274.31  

Suppliers 15,142,279.12  

Creditors 37,134,995.19  

V Other creditors 139,071,511.57  

Other creditors 31,154,535.24  

Public administrations 13,264,293.96  

Accruals 94,652,682.37  
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Profit and Loss Accounts 2007  
 

 
COSTS 
 

 

1 Depreciation of stocks 5,451.95 
2 Consumables and other current costs 83,327,008.27 

Purchases 1,526,514.12 
Leases and royalties 4,737,094.51 
Repairs and maintenance 12,331,393.91 
Independent professional services 5,586,098.66 
Transport 291,730.04 
Insurance premiums 299,742.39 
Bank services 61,567.83 
Advertising. promotion and public relations 3,024,289.01 
Supplies 10,722,706.83 
Consumables and other supplies 2,127,681.94 
Communications 2,223,263.11 
Office material 4,040,424.10 
companies 19,185,428.53 
Expenses and transport costs 3,966,247.52 
Transaction commissions 800,534.03 
Transfers and capital grants 12,402,291.74 

3 Staff costs 286,081,063.90 
4 Depreciations and provisions 32,320,503.15 
6 Other operating costs 40,638,994.26 
 I Operating profit  

Financial costs 4,930,931.96 
 II Net financial income  
 III Surplus from ordinary activities  

Extraordinary costs 20,051,106.38 
 IV Extraordinary income  
 VI Year-end consolidated results  

Results of external partners  
 VII Year-end results of parent company  

  
INCOME  

1 Income from daily management 125,166,917.77 

2 Increase in stocks 85,308.96 

3 Current transfers and subsidies 262,226,759.62 

4 Capital transfers passed to profit and loss 4,206,957.82 

5 Other income from daily management 19,487,544.66 

 I Operating loss 
31,199,532.70 

Financial income 4,630,954.90 

 II Net financial loss 299,977.06 

 III Deficit from ordinary activities  31,499,509.76 

Extraordinary income 17,929,242.11 

 IV Extraordinary losses 2,121,864.27 

 VI Year-end consolidated results (loss)  33,621,374.03 

 Results of external partners (gain)  -160,610.20 

 VII Year-end results of parent company (loss)  33,781,984.23 
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University of Barcelona accounts for the 2007 finan cial year 
 
Balance Sheet 

 FY 2007  FY 2006 
Variation 

ASSETS 443,749,751.64 453,977,937.09 -10,228,185.45 
FIXED ASSETS 377,595,512.71 370,109,342.75 7,486,169.96 

Intangible fixed assets 6,465,411.81 6,910,842.71 -445,430.90 

Tangible fixed assets 365,288,705.87 356,993,717.31 8,294,988.56 

Long-term investments 520,950.17 588,757.60 -67,807.43 

Deferred costs 5,320,444.86 5,616,025.13 -295,580.27 

WORKING CAPITAL 66,154,238.93 83,868,594.34 -17,714,35.41 

Stocks 347,936.85 312,685.93 35,250.92 

Debtors 59,284,940.33 75,329,202.84 -16,044,262.51 

Treasury 4,283,873.74 6,131,722.60 -1,847,848.86 

Accruals 2,237,488.01 2,094,982.97 142,505.04 

LIABILITIES  443,749,751.64 453,977,937.09 -10,228,185.45 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS AND RESERVES 51,721,842.26 87,848,612.85 -36,126,770.59 

Capital 87,848,612.85 70,730,596.93 17,118,015.92 

Year-end results -36,126,770.59 17,118,015.92 -53,244,786.51 

CAPITAL GRANTS 206,327,156.07 206,211,689.46 115,466.61 

PROVISIONS FOR RISKS AND COSTS 13,651,190.65 11,496,055.65 2,155,135.00 

LONG-TERM CREDITORS 50,196,531.59 37,909,418.03 12,287,113.56 

SHORT-TERM CREDITORS 121,853,031.07 110,512,161.10 11,340,869.97 

Short-term debtors 3,984,927.85 6,053,197.01 -2,068,269.16 

Creditors 39,328,922.32 42,014,560.78 -2,685,638.46 

Accruals 78,539,180.90 62,444,403.31 16,094,777.59 

 
Profit and Loss Accounts 

 FY 2007  FY 2006 Variation  

COSTS 391,966,683.51 351,112,894.21 40,853,789.30 
Variation of stocks 0.00 3,296.59 -3,296.59 

Service costs 354,326,258.72 324,428,955.16 29,897,303.56 

 Staff expenditure 261,742,011.16 243,888,347.74 17,853,663.42 

 Depreciation charge 24,641,377.25 23,484,223.99 1,157,153.26 

 Variation of provisions 619,470.99 -6,405,482.31 7,024,953.30 

 External services 72,097,384.44 66,606,868.80 5,490,515.64 

 Taxes  -5,469,772.31 -3,685,251.57 -1,784,520.74 

 Financial costs 695,787.19 540,248.51 155,538.68 

Transfers and capital grants 17,937,223.84 18,894,962.73 -957,738.89 

Extraordinary losses and costs 19,703,200.95 7,785,679.73 11,917,521.22 

     
INCOME 355,839,912.92 368,230,910.13 -12,390,997.21 

Sales and provision of services 1,028,095.25 741,167.47 286,927.78 

Variation of stocks 72,368.96 140,929.59 -68,560.63 

Income from daily management 73,752,387.34 67,262,340.23 6,490,047.11 

Other income from daily management 10,152,926.79 13,081,205.70 -2,928,278.91 

Transfers and capital grants 253,850,052.67 239,389,362.78 14,460,689.89 

Extraordinary profits and income 16,984,081.91 47,615,904.36 -30,631,822.45 

INCOME  355,839,912.92 368,230,910.13 -12,390,997.21 
COSTS  391,966,683.51 351,112,894.21 40,853,789.30 
YEAR-END RESULT -36,126,770.59 17,118,015.92 -53,244,786.51 
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Expense budget (liabilities recognized) 
Chap. 1 Staff expenditure 257,594,027.46 
Chap. 2 Goods and services 60,770,247.30 
Chap. 3 Financial costs 312,047.00 
Chap. 4 Current transfers 17,034,974.83 
Chap. 6 Real capital expenditure 59,900,822.45 
Chap. 7 Capital transfers 2,372,612.64 
Chap. 8 Variation in financial assets 129,912.86 
Chap. 9 Variation in financial liabilities 248,271.73 
TOTAL 398,362,916.27 

 
Income budget (assets recognized) 
Chap. 3 Fees and other income 87,346,139.19 
Chap. 4 Current transfers 253,342,808.53 
Chap. 5 Income from property 2,325,502.31 
Chap. 7 Capital transfers 48,271,917.69 
Chap. 8 Variation in financial assets 0.00 
Chap. 9 Variation in financial liabilities 14,479,026.63 
TOTAL 405,765,394.35 

 
Year-end budget results 
Item Assets 

recognized  
Liabilities 

recognized  
TOTAL 

Non-financial transactions 343,014,450.03 335,711,296.59 7,303,153.44 

Capital transactions 48,271,917.69 62,273,435.09 -14,001,517.40 

Financial asset transactions  129,912.86 -129,912.86 

Year-end budget results  391,286,367.72 398,114,644.54 -6,828,276.82 

Net variation in financial liabilities 14,479,026.63 248,271.73 14,230,754.90 

Year-end budget balance    7,402,478.08 

    

Spent credit financed with treasury surplus  15,596,031.12 

   

Positive adjustments for assets recognized during the financial year with respect to 
affected spending  

-66,489,528.11 

Negative adjustments for liabilities recognized during the financial year with respect to 
affected spending  

30,063,596.80 

    

Year-end financial surplus/deficit    -13,427,422.11 

Unaffected committed expenditure    7,061,497.43 

Total year -end financial surplus/deficit  -20,488,919.54 
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Treasury surplus 
1. (+) Outstanding assets  54,489,764.45 

(+) current budget 50,815,261.28 
(+) closed budgets 15,008,747.71 
(+) non-budgetary transactions 1,275,179.98 
(-) doubtful assets -10,794,163.75 
(-) collections pending final application -1,815,260.77 

2. (-) Outstanding liabilities  32,662,955.32 
(+) current budget 28,350,473.58 
(+) closed budgets 472,249.44 
(+) non-budgetary transactions 8,995,517.38 
(+) payments pending final application -5,155,285.08 

3. (+) Liquid assets  3,212,542.48 
I. Affected treasury surplus 100,827,343.00 
II. Unaffected treasury surplus -75,787,991.39 
III. Total treasury surplus (1 - 2 + 3) = (I + II) 25,039,351.61 

 
Staff costs for the 2007 financial year 
 
Teaching and research staff  156,015,262.76 
Administrative and services staff 80,215,986.93 
Other costs 21,362,777.77 
Chapter 1 costs  257,594,027.46 

 
Teaching and research staff (TRS) 
Category  Average 

cost 
Total expenditure  

Full university professors 68,302.81 36,296,112.61 
Full university school professors 47,008.52 2,331,622.47 
Tenured university lecturers 

48,352.20 70,159,039.97 

Tenured university school lecturers 40,896.17 13,332,150.17 
Tenure-track lecturers 40,867.21 2,734,016.11 
Senior lecturers 61,086.88 6,750,100.77 
Junior lecturer 42,274.48 6,273,533.12 
Temporary lecturers 34,163.94 2,671,620.03 
Trainee lecturers 26,489.22 2,903,218.02 
Contracted lecturers 12,223.43 11,699,041.12 
Total 40,523.01 155,150,454.39 
Emeritus professors 14,859.25 864,808.37 
Total  40,138.74 156,015,262.76 

 
Administrative and services staff (AdSS) 
Category  Average cost  Total expenditure  
Civil servants A 64,570.97 2,362,006.04 
Civil servants B 43,990.73 8,376,713.87 
Civil servants C 32,047.15 15,630,995.84 
Civil servants D 26,332.10 1,699,982.08 
Civil servants E 28,919.40 655,602.78 
Civil servants, temporary 24,604.04 6,243,274.95 
Non-civil servants I 53,649.46 8,843,040.72 
Non-civil servants II 41,998.13 6,852,834.61 
Non-civil servants III 35,477.14 8,343,158.67 
Non-civil servants IV 30,055.23 5,149,363.07 
Non-civil servants, temporary 29,366.50 14,984,258.54 
Upper-level management 94,666.30 1,104,755.76 
Total  34,710.36 80,215,986.93 
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Other costs 
Category Total 

expenditure  
Academic posts 1,632,142.49 
Research scholarships 6,068,706.10 
UB research scholarships 1,078,415.12 
Special categories 3,686,269.79 
Postgraduate salaries 2,088,060.54 
Special TRS salaries 2,045,869.77 
Special AdSS salaries 278,214.00 
Pension fund contributions 2,849,613.54 
Other costs 1,635,486.42 
Total  21,362,777.77 

 
 
Budget for the 2008 financial year 
 
Summary 
 
Income   
Chap. 3 Taxes and other income 65,531,753.30 
Chap. 4 Current transfers 273,752,829.34 
Chap. 5 Income from property 1,071,967.84 
Chap. 7 Capital transfers 50,593,598.12 
Total income  390,950,148.60 

 
 
Expenditure   
Chap. 1 Staff expenditure 259,990,691.24 
Chap. 2 Goods and services 55,620,718.74 
Chap. 3 Financial costs 345,000.00 
Chap. 4 Current transfers 12,404,592.95 
Chap. 6 Real capital expenditure 35,227,017.77 
Chap. 7 Capital transfers 27,254,786.34 
Chap. 9 Financial liabilities 107,341.56 
Total expenditure  390,950,148.60 

 
 
 
 
 
 




