The Conference Conclusions session
of the ICDHS General Meeting:
the lost opening reel

Due to technical problems, the opening of the Conference Conclusions session could not
be filmed. But while there is no way to recover the full 10-minute run of it we did capture
a few scattered moments in photographic form, including the appearance of a very special
surprise guest who also wanted to pay tribute to Anna and the ICDHS. (The photos are

by Xavi Padrés and can be viewed below on the same webpage.)
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1. The Conference chair sounding out the audience on his plan for the session (and then
accepting it for them) (see Document A, below).
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Document A. A jotted plan for the Conference Conclusions session. Photocopies were
handed out to the strand chairs on the same day around lunchtime (note the announce-
ment of a “surprise” in the first item on the list ).
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2. Members of the ICDHS Board (and most of the other people in the room, for that matter)
not entirely convinced that the Conference chair’s merry pranks will lead to anything good.
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3. The surprise: ICDHS Board member Tevfik Balcioglu is called upon to read what turns out
to be Victor Margolin’s statement (see Document B, below).

Document B. Victor Margolin’s statement, written in an email handed to Tevfik Balcioglu to
read out loud. Following on from an idea that took shape months ago, efforts were made
over the last few days before the Conference to have Victor participate in some way. Even-
tually it was agreed that he would write a short statement which would be read out loud
by a member of the Board and that we would all then watch the clip on the making of his
World History of Design. It seemed an appropriate way of remembering absent friends—
in this case, Board members who could not attend the Conference in person—and it also
recalled the ICDHS wide-ranging, inclusive aims. Not a big surprise, perhaps, but one that
had remained a well-kept secret between our artful chair and Victor himself.

Conference Statement - Oriol Moret Vifials https://outlook.office.com/owa/?viewmodel=ReadMessageltem&...

Conference Statement

Victor Margolin

dl. 29/10/2018 19:01

Per a:Oriol Moret Vifials <oriolmoret@ub.edu>;

Dear Oriol,
Below is a short statement to be read at the conference. You can show with it, if you like, the short video on my working methods.

Dear friends,
| am pleased to send my greetings to all of you.

Since its first conference, the ICDHS has continued to grow. Its themes have varied, and every two years it now produces an
impressive array of papers on design history and studies. Anna Calvera played an important role in initiating the ICDHS and
continuing to support its growth. It's appropriate to have this current conference in Barcelona, the city where Anna lived and
worked.

| have been involved in a number of ICDHS conferences as a board member, panel moderator, and presenter of papers. The first
two volumes of my World History of Design are in line with the aims of the ICDHS. As | continue to work on the third volume, | am
heartened by the growing number of scholars who continue to introduce new research on design's history around the world. I'm
also pleased to see the growth of design studies, a relatively new field that is poised to produce valuable research that can have an
impact on design history as well as on design practice itself.

In conclusion, | would like to share a brief video of my working method that has appeared on the Bloomsbury site and elsewhere
on the internet. | hope you all continue to do good work which can expand the narratives of design history and studies.

With warm regards,

Victor

THLful

Note: | attached a link, but if that doesn't work you can use the bloomsbury/worldhistoryofdesign link.

4. Screening of Victor Margolin’s clip on the making of World History of Design
(https://youtu.be/KxyyOTHLful).

5. The audience watching Margolin’s clip: these are die-hard attendees, as many participants
had already gone back home on that rainy day...

6. After a few closing words, the actual session starts with the strand chair reps being called
up the stage. The remaining footage can be seen at http://www.ub.edu/ubtv...
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