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This research examines the phenomenon sometimes referred to as clipping in American Sign Language (ASL).  Signs examined in this project are those that have had some change to the segment structure of the sign from the observed or hypothesized lexical form of the sign.  These signs are referred to as having a phonological deletion as opposed to being clipped.  The term clipping could potentially describe the signs showing deletion as well as those that are reduced.  There is a fine distinction between those segments that are deleted and those that are simply reduced. Reduced signs retain segment sequence structure while changing or assimilating one or more phonological features.  Signs with phonological deletion are signs in which the segment structure has been altered while some phonological features may or may not exhibit changes.

Data for this study were collected from published ASL narratives as well as from the Lucas, et al (2002) National Science Foundation corpus of natural conversation.  The signers in these videos were Deaf and native or native-like in their ASL proficiency.  Each token was transcribed using the modified Liddell and Johnson system.  If the fuller form of the same sign was produced by that signer, the full form was also transcribed.  If a fuller form was not present, then a full lexical form was hypothesized.  The order of occurrence of the full and target signs was also noted.

The results indicate two major groups of deletion.  The first type was full-segment deletion in which entire segments of the structure were not produced.  Within the full-segment deletion group, several subtypes were observed.  Unduplication of typically reduplicated signs qualifies as a subtype of full-segment deletion.  Another type of full-segment deletion occurred when only a single-segment was preserved from the fuller form of the sign.  Compound signs typically showed full-segment deletion, however the segments or features that were deleted were not as predictable as those non-compound signs.  The second major group of deletion signs was partial-segment deletion.  In this type of deletion, parts of the sign segment structure were deleted and then often combined to create an entirely new segment structure.

Other findings from this research were related to order of occurrence and presence of Word Pictures (English-related mouthing).  Contrary to anecdotal evidence that the initial occurrence of a sign will be fully produced, and subsequent occurrences will be reduced, this research shows that order of occurrence does not accurately predict which sign will be reduced as in many instances the first occurrence of the sign was the deleted sign and a subsequent token of the sign was fully produced.  In all signs in which deletion occurred the signer produced English-relating mouthing.

