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RUSIA. PAÍS MULTIÉTNICO

• Russia is a multinational state that has inherited many of the nationality problems 
that plagued the Soviet Union. The last official Soviet census, conducted in 1989, 
listed more than 100 nationalities. Several of those groups now predominantly 
inhabit the independent nations that formerly were Soviet republics. However, the 
Russian Federation--the most direct successor to the Soviet Union--still is home to 
more than 100 national minorities, whose members coexist uneasily with the 
numerically and politically predominant Russians 

• Besides the Slavs (Russians, Ukrainians, and Belarusians), who account for about 
85 percent of Russia's population, three main ethnic groups and a handful of 
isolated smaller groups reside within the federation. The Altaic group includes 
mainly speakers of Turkic languages widely distributed in the middle Volga, the 
southern Ural Mountains, the North Caucasus, and above the Arctic Circle. The 
main Altaic peoples in Russia are the Balkars, Bashkirs, Buryats, Chuvash, Dolgans, 
Evenks, Kalmyks, Karachay, Kumyks, Nogay, and Yakuts. 

• The Uralic group, consisting of Finnic peoples living in the upper Volga, the far 
northwest, and the Urals, includes the Karelians, Komi, Mari, Mordovians, and 
Udmurts. The Caucasus group is concentrated along the northern slopes of the 
Caucasus Mountains; its main subgroups are the Adyghs, Chechens, Cherkess, 
Ingush, and Kabardins, as well as about thirty Caucasus peoples collectively 
classified as Dagestani (



RUSIA. PAÍS MULTIÉTNICO

• In the Soviet Union, the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic 
(RSFSR) contained thirty-one autonomous, ethnically based administrative 
units. When the Russian Federation proclaimed its sovereignty in the wake 
of the Soviet Union's collapse in late 1991, many of those entities also 
declared their sovereignty. Of the thirty-one, sixteen were autonomous 
republics, five were autonomous oblasts (provinces), and ten were 
autonomous regions (okruga ), which were part of larger subnational
jurisdictions. 

• During the Soviet era, the autonomy referred to in these jurisdictions' 
official titles was more fictitious than real--the executive committees that 
administered the jurisdictions had no decision-making authority. All major 
administrative tasks were performed by the central government or, in the 
case of some social services, by industrial enterprises in the area. In 
postcommunist Russia, however, many of the autonomous areas have 
staked claims to more meaningful sovereignty as the numerically superior 
Russians continue to dominate the center of power in Moscow (see The 
Federation Treaty and Regional Power. Even in the many regions where 
Russians are in the majority, such claims have been made in the name of 
the indigenous ethnic group or groups.


