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Abstract: The world plasma industry is one of the most dynamic ones in terms of annual 

growth of investments, innovations, and acquisitions across borders. In the US it is the 

second one after the software industry in investing in new start-ups. In 2015 the Spanish-

based Grifols' world market share was 24%, making it one of the top three world 

corporations in the industry. Little is known about the pioneering entrepreneurs and firms 

that started the industry right after World War II. And still less about their long-term 

accumulation of technological, financial, and organizational innovations. The paper 

presents first results of a two years research project on the Grifols corporate archive, 

authorized by the company, which has received financial support from one of the first 

FBBVA Ayudas a la Investigación en Socioeconomía 2013 

(http://www.fbbva.es/TLFU/dat/NdP_Ayudas_Proyectos_investigacion_y_mapas.doc) 
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