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Second ¢alagat Conference

Gender and Contemporary Arab Artistic Creation

Call for Papers and Panels

Submission deadline: February 15th 2026
Conference dates: 9th-10th July 2026

The Second ¢#alagat Conference on Gender and Contemporary Arab Artistic Creation,
to be held in Sapienza University of Rome on 9th-10th July 2026, invites scholars to
share ideas, theories, and current research that address Arab artistic creation from a
gender perspective. Proposals are encouraged to explore diverse artistic and creative
forms of expression, engaging with innovative and interdisciplinary methodologies.
Submissions of artistic projects and presentations by artists are accepted and
encouraged, as well as proposals that engage with art not only as an object of study
but also as a methodology in itself, experimenting with creative practices as forms of
research and knowledge production.

Academic research on the Arab region has long been influenced by its intricate history
and Western orientalist perspectives. Gender and gendered representations have
been key in building and perpetuating such orientalist perspectives, supporting, at
times, a monolithic and homogenous view of the region. Although this view has been
largely challenged from different scholarly disciplines, it is crucial to promote studies
with an explicit gender perspective to better grasp and contest this logic.

In addition, while academia, publishers, museums and other cultural institutions have
turned their eyes to artistic and literary creations in the region in the last decades, in-
depth research works remain scarce. This conference aspires to put artistic creation in
its different forms at the center of the debate, claiming towards the need to recognize
its relevance and value within and beyond the region. Furthermore, by addressing
artistic discourses produced within or in relation to Arab contexts, the conference
hopes to contribute to the urgent task of decolonizing research practices and
amplifying literary, cultural, and art histories. This is particularly relevant in light of the
genocide being perpetrated in Palestine, where art has proven to be a powerful tool of
solidarity, dissent and resistance against the 'culturicide' that the Palestinian people
have endured over the past decades, now further exacerbated.

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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In this sense, the conference aims at constituting a gathering space for artists, writers,
cultural workers and researchers working on arts and culture in the region and beyond,
with the intention that this now-expanding network may continue to grow in the
following years. At the same time, we place particular emphasis on listening to voices
directly from the region, rather than privileging European or Western perspectives.

For the purposes of the conference the term Arab has been chosen. However, we are
aware of the problematic of such a label, as what is commonly referred to as “the Arab
region” comprises other cultural and ethnic identities that exceed and challenge this
category. Therefore, Arab is here understood in a wide sense so as to encompass both
what has traditionally been understood as Arab contexts —defined by shared historic,
linguistic and political dimensions—, and those regions and communities with close ties
with these geopolitical spaces, including those in the diaspora.

Building on the discussions initiated in the first edition in Barcelona 2024, this second
two-day conference will bring together researchers at any point in their career to
connect and share their work. It aims to further strengthen this new community that
spans across institutions, fosters collaboration and explores new directions and
methodologies for research in contemporary Arab artistic creation. Participants are
encouraged to critically examine the role of gender in artistic creation and to consider
structural biases, canons and disciplinary boundaries related to colonialism and
nationalisms.

Suggested topics to be discussed in the conference include, but are not limited to:

e Contemporary women filmmakers in the Arab and world scene

e The street as canvas and stage for women artists

e Memory, counternarratives and feminist narratives

e Feminist literature and literary criticism

e Art, queerness, and sexual dissidences

e Artistic solidarities and feminist networks in times of genocide

o Writing, restoring and archiving in revolutionary contexts

e Ecology and feminist thought

e Gendered representations of the landscape and the body

e Aesthetics and ethics in the depiction of violence, trauma and repression

e Humor and political dissent

e Tunes of the revolution: recordings, music and the Arab protest song

e Performing, dancing, and moving bodies

e Curating the Arab worlds: museums, biennials and other scenarios for public
discourse

e Science fiction and foresight: imagining the future

e Textile and dress arts in Arab contexts

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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e Cartographic imagination, counter-mapping and other spatial narratives
¢ Rethinking food politics and practices through art

Submission Guidelines

We extend a warm welcome to scholars and artists from all disciplines and countries
and from all theoretical and methodological perspectives to submit their contributions
and research. All types of submissions (proposals for individual papers, panels and
roundtables) are equally welcome.

Please send your abstract (250 words), a working title, and a short bio (100 words) to
khalagatconf@gmail.com y 11:59 PM on February 15th 2026. Panel proposals should
include a 200-word rationale together with the individual abstracts of participants in the
panel. Submissions in Arabic, Spanish and English are accepted. Proposals in Italian
may also be considered. Please title your email “Submission.” Submissions
acceptance will be notified by March 30th, 2026. Please send inquiries and
submissions to the official email address.

We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Organizing committee

Dr. Clarisa Danae Fonseca Azuara, Universitat de Barcelona
Dr. Ana Gonzalez Navarro, Universidad Autbnoma de Madrid
Dr. Maria Gomez Lépez, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid
Dr. Hanan Jasim Khammas, University of Michigan

Dr. Giulia Spadoni, Escuela de Estudios Arabes (CSIC)

Scientific committee

Abed Wahab Kassir, Universitat Autbnoma de Barcelona
Ada Barbaro, Sapienza Universita di Roma

Annamaria Bianco, Aix-Marseille Université - IREMAM
Carolina Bracco, Universidad de Buenos Aires

Elizabeth Suzanne Kassab, Doha Institute

Fatima-Zohra Iflahen, Université Cadi Ayyad

Fernanda Fischione, Sapienza Universita di Roma
Kirstein Scheid, American University of Beirut

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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Laura Casielles, journalist and writer

Lisa Suhair Majaj, poet and independent scholar
Mahasen Nasser-Eldin, independent artist and PhD candidate in film
Maite Borjabad, independent curator and researcher
Mariam Karim, Northwestern University in Qatar
Monica Rius Pinés, Universitat de Barcelona
Myriam Dalal, University of Luxembourg

Nof Nasser-Eddine, CTDC, London

Sara Borrillo, Universita di Napoli “L'Orientale”
Sonja Mejcher-Atassi, American University of Beirut
Zohor Gourram, Université Mohammed V

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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Segundo Congreso ¢alagat

Género y Creacion Artistica Arabe Contemporanea

Convocatoria de Ponencias y Paneles

Fecha limite para el envio de propuestas: 15 de febrero de 2026

Fechas del congreso: 9y 10 de julio de 2026

El Segundo Congreso ¢alagat sobre Género y Creacién Artistica Arabe
Contemporanea, que se celebrara en Sapienza Universita di Roma los dias 9y 10 de
julio de 2026, invita a investigadores e investigadoras a compartir ideas, teorias y
trabajos que analicen la creacién artistica arabe desde una perspectiva de género.

Se anima a enviar propuestas que exploren distintas formas de expresion artistica y
creativa, recurriendo a metodologias innovadoras e interdisciplinarias. También se
aceptan y se fomentan las presentaciones de proyectos artisticos, asi como aquellas
que conciban el arte no solo como objeto de estudio, sino también como herramienta
metodoldgica, experimentando con practicas creativas como vias de investigacion y
produccion de conocimiento.

La investigacion académica sobre la regidon arabe ha estado profundamente marcada
por su compleja historia y por las miradas orientalistas. El género y las
representaciones generizadas han desempefado un papel central en la construccion
y perpetuacion de esas perspectivas, fomentando en muchos casos una vision
monolitica y homogénea sobre la regidn. Aunque dicha mirada ha sido ampliamente
cuestionada desde distintas disciplinas, sigue siendo esencial impulsar estudios con
una perspectiva de género explicita que permitan comprender, problematizar y
desmantelar estas logicas.

Al mismo tiempo, pese al creciente interés que en las ultimas décadas han mostrado
la academia, las editoriales, los museos y otras instituciones culturales por la creacion
artistica y literaria de la regidn, los estudios en profundidad aun son escasos. Este
congreso se propone situar la creacion artistica, en todas sus manifestaciones, en el
centro del debate, subrayando la necesidad de reconocer su relevancia y valor tanto
dentro como fuera del ambito arabe.

Asimismo, al abordar los discursos artisticos producidos en contextos arabes o en
relacion con los mismos, el congreso intenta contribuir a la urgente tarea de
descolonizar las practicas de investigacidon y de ampliar las historias literarias,
culturales y artisticas. Esta reflexion adquiere una relevancia particular ante el
genocidio que se esta perpetrando en Palestina, donde el arte ha demostrado ser una
poderosa herramienta de solidaridad, disidencia y resistencia frente al culturicidio que

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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ha sufrido el pueblo palestino durante décadas y que hoy se ve especialmente
agravado.

En este contexto, el congreso aspira a ser un espacio de encuentro para artistas,
escritoras, trabajadores culturales e investigadoras que aborden las artes y la cultura
en la region y mas alla, con el objetivo de que esta red en expansion continue
fortaleciéndose en los proximos afios. Al mismo tiempo, se prestara particular atencion
a las voces procedentes de la region, evitando privilegiar las perspectivas europeas u
occidentales.

A efectos de este congreso, se ha optado por utilizar el término “arabe”. Sin embargo,
somos conscientes de las problematicas que este conlleva, ya que lo que
comunmente se denomina “la region arabe” abarca una diversidad de identidades
culturales y étnicas que desbordan y cuestionan dicha categoria. Por ello, el término
“arabe” se entiende aqui en un sentido amplio, incluyendo tanto los contextos
tradicionalmente considerados arabes —definidos por dimensiones histéricas,
linguisticas y politicas compartidas— como aquellas regiones y comunidades
vinculadas a estos espacios geopoliticos, incluidas las que forman parte de la
diaspora.

Dando continuidad a los debates iniciados en la primera edicidon, celebrada en
Barcelona en 2024, esta segunda edicion reunira durante dos dias a personas
investigadoras en diferentes etapas de su trayectoria para compartir y poner en
dialogo sus trabajos. El congreso aspira a consolidar una comunidad en crecimiento
que abarque diferentes instituciones, fomente la colaboracién y explore nuevas lineas
y metodologias para el estudio de la creacion artistica arabe contemporanea. Se invita
a las personas participantes a reflexionar criticamente sobre el papel del género en la
creacion artistica y a analizar los sesgos estructurales, los canones y los limites
disciplinares relacionados con el colonialismo y los nacionalismos.

Temas sugeridos (no excluyentes):

e Cineastas contemporaneas en la escena arabe y global

e La calle como lienzo y escenario para las artistas

e Memoria, contranarrativas y narrativas feministas

e Literatura y critica literaria feminista

e Arte, lo queer y disidencias sexuales

e Solidaridades artisticas y redes feministas en contextos de genocidio

e Escritura, restauracion y archivo en procesos revolucionarios

e Ecologia y pensamiento feminista

¢ Representaciones generizadas del paisaje y del cuerpo

o Estéticas y éticas en la representacion de la violencia, el trauma y la represion
e Humor y disidencia politica

e Sonidos de la revolucién: grabaciones, musica y cancion-protesta arabe
e Performance, danza y cuerpos en movimiento

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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e Comisariado en contextos arabes: museos, bienales y otros espacios de
discurso publico

e Ciencia ficcion y futurologia: imaginar futuros posibles

e Artes textiles e indumentaria en contextos arabes

e Imaginacion cartografica, contra-cartografia y otras narrativas espaciales

e Repensar las politicas y practicas alimentarias a través del arte

Normas para el envio de propuestas

Invitamos a personas del ambito de la investigacion y de la creacion artistica, de todas
las disciplinas y procedencias y que trabajen desde distintas perspectivas tedricas y
metodoldgicas, a enviar sus contribuciones. Se aceptaran por igual propuestas de
ponencias individuales, paneles y mesas redondas.

Las propuestas deben incluir un resumen (250 palabras), un titulo provisional y una
breve biografia (100 palabras). Deberan enviarse con el asunto “Submission” a la
direccion de correo electronico khalagatconf@gmail.com antes de las 23:59h del 15
de febrero de 2026.Las propuestas de paneles incorporaran una justificacion de 200
palabras junto con los resumenes individuales de las personas participantes. Se
aceptan propuestas en arabe, espafiol e inglés, y también podran considerarse
aquellas en italiano. Las decisiones de aceptacion se comunicaran el 30 de marzo de
2026. Para cualquier consulta adicional, por favor, comuniquese en la direccion oficial
de correo electronico.

Esperamos con entusiasmo sus propuestas.

Comité organizador

Dr. Clarisa Danae Fonseca Azuara, Universitat de Barcelona
Dr. Ana Gonzalez Navarro, Universidad Autbnoma de Madrid
Dr. Maria Gomez Lépez, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid
Dr. Hanan Jasim Khammas, University of Michigan

Dr. Giulia Spadoni, Escuela de Estudios Arabes (CSIC)

Comité cientifico

Abed Wahab Kassir, Universitat Autbnoma de Barcelona
Ada Barbaro, Sapienza Universita di Roma

Annamaria Bianco, Aix-Marseille Université - IREMAM

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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Carolina Bracco, Universidad de Buenos Aires

Elizabeth Suzanne Kassab, Doha Institute

Fatima-Zohra Iflahen, Université Cadi Ayyad

Fernanda Fischione, Sapienza Universita di Roma
Kirstein Scheid, American University of Beirut

Laura Casielles, periodista y escritora

Lisa Suhair Majaj, poeta e investigadora independiente
Mahasen Nasser-Eldin, artista independiente y doctoranda en cine
Maite Borjabad, comisaria e investigadora independiente
Mariam Karim, Northwestern University in Qatar

Monica Rius Pinés, Universitat de Barcelona

Myriam Dalal, University of Luxembourg

Nof Nasser-Eddine, CTDC, London

Sara Borrillo, Universita di Napoli “L'Orientale”

Sonja Mejcher-Atassi, American University of Beirut
Zohor Gourram, Université Mohammed V

RESOMFEM and MEGAMAPS, the projects contributing to the organization of this conference, have received funding from the
Horizon Europe research and innovation program under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement n. 101153050 and the
ERC Grant Agreement n. 101118016.
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