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          Background

The post-colonial critique analyzed discourses emerging from the margins through a construal of hegemonic narratives,
counter-memories and the cultures of silenced majority. The scholarship mapped official de jure politics of history
against the resistance of group-specific de facto cultures. It begins from the premise that a reconstruction of identities
requires a reconsideration of dominant discourses in collective histories, language policies and cultural memories.

Memory representation is often influenced by the historical and cultural context in which narratives are constructed
and interpreted (Ricœur, 2000). These narratives reflect societal attitudes toward memory and trauma across different
periods, enabling readers to grasp history’s impact on individual and collective memories. However, each society
portrays memory through its cultural, political, and economic lenses, shaping how it is constructed and understood. This
highlights the diversity of memory experiences and their meanings across cultures. At the same time, it can also reveal
biases—essentialist, exclusionary, and hierarchical views of what is deemed foreign, inferior, marginal, or different.

Historical and cultural narratives are intrinsically linked to power structures (Foucault, 1994). Dominant groups often
shape narratives that marginalize or silence the voices of minorities, colonized peoples, exiles, and persecuted
communities. This phenomenon is particularly pronounced in postcolonial contexts, where official colonial and national
histories tend to downplay or erase the experiences of the colonized (Mbembe, 2013; Fanon, 2011). Official narratives are
frequently constructed to serve the interests of hegemonic groups, both locally and internationally. In The Practice of
Everyday Life (1975), Michel de Certeau analyzes how dominant discourses establish themselves through institutional
and cultural practices that marginalize alternative accounts.

Colonial history has long minimized the violence of colonization and the resistance of colonized peoples. Literature, media,
art, and sociolinguistics provide essential tools to deconstruct these hegemonic narratives and bring alternative
accounts to light (Mignolo, 1957). Such narratives give a voice to previously silenced Indigenous perspectives, as seen in
the works of Kateb Yacine (Nedjma, 1956), Richard Wright (Invisible Man, 1952), Assia Djebar (L’amour, la fantasia,
1985), Arundhati Roy (The God of Small Things, 1997), Juan Rulfo (Pedro Páramo, 1955), Camara Laye (L’Enfant noir,
1953), Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Half of a Yellow Sun, 2013), and Adania Shibli (Minor Detail, 2020). Their works offer
counter-narratives that expose these often-overlooked realities.

In this regard, minority languages are often the first to fade under the weight of dominant narratives. In Language and
Symbolic Power (1982), Pierre Bourdieu explains how official languages establish legitimacy while marginalized
languages are rendered invisible. The erasure of minority languages leads to a loss of cultural diversity and the
marginalization of affected communities. The Amazigh language, spoken by millions across the Maghreb, has long been
suppressed due to linguistic and cultural marginalization policies implemented by colonial states. Similarly, Arabic in
Palestine, under pressure from Hebrew and the fragmentation imposed by the occupation, faces comparable challenges,
though the underlying political motives differ.



The Palestinian question exemplifies the tension between dominant and alternative narratives. The official Israeli
historical account presents the establishment of Israel in 1948 as a rightful return to ancestral land, while
Palestinian narratives describe this event as the Nakba (catastrophe), marked by the expulsion of hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians from their homeland. Alternative narratives thus serve as both testimonies and forms of
resistance against historical erasure, striving to restore a threatened personal and collective memory.
Writing in a marginalized language becomes, in this context, a political act—a form of cultural resistance aimed at
preserving and affirming an endangered identity (Wa Thiong’o, 1986).

Art and literature sometimes function as historical documentation, preserving personal and collective histories at
risk of being erased. At other times, they record displacement, trauma, and resistance, ensuring that past struggles
remain embedded in cultural consciousness. Speaking out and telling different stories becomes an act of resistance,
challenging erasure, colonial narratives, and imposed identities. This process reconstructs lost homelands, recounts
shattered lives, and reclaims ancestral legacies.
 
Those who carry these voices weave together personal and political struggles into a rich narrative fabric, often
through an intersectional lens. This approach ensures that marginalized voices are not reduced to a single story of
victimization but are otherwise understood in the full complexity of their lived experiences. Their writings challenge
dominant narratives, offering perspectives on displacement, resilience, cultural heritage, and identity.
Alternative narratives help uncover suppressed truths, restore memories, and create spaces for recognition. In
literature, sociolinguistics, and history, these counter-narratives disrupt dominant storytelling monopolies and
reintroduce the plurality of human experiences. As cultural and political domination persists, listening to these
dissident voices and acknowledging their legitimacy is crucial.
 
This international conference aims to amplify marginalized narratives and memories through a multidisciplinary
approach. It seeks to explore the dynamics of constructing, transmitting, and losing alternative narratives across
various historical, cultural, and linguistic contexts. The organizing committee aspires to foster scholarly discussions
rooted in a pluralistic and multidimensional perspective. This conference will serve as a space for critical dialogue,
shedding light on counter-narratives that restore marginalized memories and interrogate the power structures
shaping dominant discourses.

Conference Themes:
1. Memory, Power, and Hegemonic Discourses

The construction and instrumentalization of historical narratives by dominant groups.
The role of institutions (state, media, education system) in perpetuating official narratives.
The erasure, rewriting, and appropriation of marginalized memories.

2. Literature and Counter-Narratives: Writing History from the Margins
The role of writers and intellectuals in rehabilitating subaltern voices.
Narrative and aesthetic strategies in alternative storytelling.
Literature and trauma: writing as a space of resistance and resilience.



3. Language, Identity, and Domination
Language policy and the marginalization of minority languages.
Language and memory: transmission, oblivion, and resurgence of subaltern idioms.
Writing in a marginalized language: political stakes and implications.

4. Colonialism, Postcolonialism, and Memory Reconstruction
Deconstructing colonial narratives: historiographical and methodological challenges.
Memories of colonization and decolonization: continuities and ruptures.
Reclaiming the past and cultural resistance in postcolonial societies.

5. Memories of Conflict and Forced Displacement
Alternative narratives of exiles, refugees, and displaced persons.
Testimony and transmission: living archives of political violence.
Fighting oblivion: memorial justice and historical recognition.

6. Art, Media, and the Construction of Memory Imaginaries
Cinema, photography, and visual arts as spaces of contestation against dominant narratives.
Representation of minorities and erased memories in media productions.
New technologies and digital platforms as tools for amplifying marginalized narratives.

7. Intersectional Approaches to Alternative Memories
Intersections of oppression: race, gender, class, and memory.
Memory experiences and feminist, anti-racist, and decolonial struggles.
Resisting hegemonic norms.
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📬 Submission Guidelines 

    Researchers interested in participating are invited to submit their presentation proposals following the template below, to the
following conference email address:

   📧othernarrativesconf@gmail.com 

For further information, please contact:

  ➡️ Prof. Fatima-zohra IFLAHEN –  Conference Chair
  📧 f.iflahen@uca.ac.ma

  ➡️Prof. Adil LACHGAR – English Language Proposals’ Committee Coordinator
  📧 a.lachgar@uca.ac.ma

📆  Important Dates

Presentation proposal submission deadline,: September 1, 2025
Notification of acceptance: September 20, 2025
Full paper submission : October 20, 2025
Conference dates : November 26–27, 2025
Conference Proceedings Publication : January 2026

📝 Submission Template
 

Please complete the following information and send the document to the email address:

📧othernarrativesconf@gmail.com 
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