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Jul 27, 2014
Understanding the Management of the Outstanding Universal Value.

The field of Heritage Safeguarding had one of its most important moments in 1972 with tioa afea
the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. The Convetdliisiesd
that States Parties that signed and ratified it agreed to protect sites i@mhtideave outstanding
universal value and preserve them for future generations. Today, the Convention has beahlaccepte
191 countries and this makes it the most successful of all UNESCO Conventions in nundreatofsi
states.

For the implementation of the Convention, the UNESCO General Assembly designatés2tb ia a
part of the World Heritage Committee. Committee members hold their position for iMpyé&ass, but
usually only form part of it for four years to give other states the opportunity to be members. The
Committee meets once a year to make the most important decisions of the organiaationcllide
inscribing sites on the World Heritage List and the List of World Heritage in Damg&iaging the
budget of the World Heritage Fund; approving the State of Conservation of the listed sitesemtid@
the proposals of States Parties to the Tentative List. The current Comnattdsers are Algeria,
Colombia, Croatia, Finland, Germany, India, Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, MReaysia
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Senegal, Serbia, Turkey and Vietnam.
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The Committee held its 38th Session from June 15 to 25, 2014 in Doha, capital of Qatar. The program
included eight parts: opening and closing ceremonies; reports of the World Heritagea@dmudvisory
Bodies; State of Conservation examination; establishment of the World Herisagadithe World

Heritage in Danger; review of the global strategy for a representative, balanceddihkk dist; Periodic
Reports; and Financial issues. In addition to the members of the Committee, the WitalgeHeentre

and the Advisory Bodies other States Parties, NGOs, academics, consultants andesowgranilso
allowed to attend, although they were required to be somehow linked to World Heritage.

In my case | attended as a member of the “Grup d’Arqueologia Publica i PatrimoniPJGARroup
mainly formed by researchers linked to the University of Barcelona. My status fell“@tder
Observers”. Following the session in person had the benefit of being able to withess thainpys ceel
also the parallel activities that can not be tracked via the internet. | also haduice to meet other
people who are working in the World Heritage field from very different approaches.

During the ten days of the session, the points on the agenda that generated more debate andheterest
States Parties and the media were the review of sites on the List of WotkhEéni Danger and
discussions for new inscriptions on the World Heritage List. In the days before themdoisbying was
aimed at achieving a favorable vote of the members of the Committee for the promtitersahinated
sites. In total 36 site nominations were discussed: 26 cultural, two mixed (culturakarad)) rzand eight
natural. The Advisory Bodies recommended the registration of only 15 and accepted proposals for the
expansion of four more. At the end 26 sites were inscribed, bringing the list reached 1007 sites and
breaking the symbolic figure of one thousand.

Among others, | would like to highlight the inscription of the Cultural Landscape of Battir, South of
Jerusalem, nominated by Palestine, which was decided by secret ballot and pladgaditketList of
World Heritage in Danger. Other interesting sites inscribed were those nominatedkéy, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and Iraq which were the focus of intense debate on the floor. Also relevait for t
particularities were the Andean Road System nominated by Argentina, Bolivia, Chdeliia| Ecuador
and Peru, a nomination put forward after a decade of collaborative work between the cd@bihigies
inscriptions were the Decorated cave of Pont d’Arc, known as Grotte Chauvet-PonthdFance; the
Pyu Ancient Cities, first World Heritage site in Myanmar; Ancient Mayan City aotb&ed Tropical
Forest of Calakmul, Campeche, the first mixed site in Mexico; the Vineyard landgdaemont:
Langhe-Roero and Monteferrato, Italy’s 50th site in the list, and the Okavango Delta imBmtse
1000th World Heritage site.

Alongside the main program, three types of activities were conducted: Culturatortséistage sites of

the host country, highlighting the archaeological site of Al Zubarah inscribed on the Wotkge diist

in 2013. Parallel events organized by States Parties, NGOs, the World Heritagea@dndvisory

Bodies, which were spaces to know more details on projects, programs, initiativeseanchrdsinally

the special events, such as the presentation of an orchid named UNESCO by the Singaporeng@rernme
the public acknowledgment of the Chairperson of the Session, H.E. Mrs. Sheikha Al Mayassa Bint
Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, for her work during all the event.

Personally I consider that this experience will allow the working group GAPP to have an oppdootuni
participate in the future with a large section dedicated to the preservation¢hemas dissemination,
with positive consequences for projects with which the group is involved (such as the H@Y) ptbjec
also allowed me to become familiar with the negotiation process necessary e awsgeiption in the
World Heritage List, to support a decision of the Committee or to avoid it. | only wishede¢hathiad
been an opportunity for other students like me to meet more formally to discuss WorldéHisstees.
This could facilitate communication and synergies for the future.

Some academic references that discuss the proceedings of the CommittegsnaeetMeskell (2013),
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Omland (2006) and Bart (2005). They have documented the Political and ethical issuesatheell a
practical challenges of implementing the Convention, in which the role of the Comnhi&t&gotld
Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies has been pivotal.

The session can be tracked online via streaming since the session of 2012 or via Tagtteusashtag
#worldheritage. Currently Session recordings are available on the World Heritage<Ceabsite
www.whc.unesco.org.

The 39th Session of the World Heritage Committee will be from June 26 to July 8, 2015 in Bonn,
Germany.

Amilcar Vargas
MA Student on Cultural Heritage Management and Museology. University of Barcelona.
Member of Grup de Arqueologia Publica i Patrimoni (GAPP).

References:

Bart, J.M.v.-d.-A. 2005. Preserving the heritage of humanity? Obtaining world heritage sthths a
impacts of listing. Unpublished Doctorate PhD, University of Groningen.

Meskell, L. YEAR 2013. UNESCOQO'’s World Heritage Convention at 40: Challenging the Economic and
Political Order of International Heritage Conservation. Current Anthropology 54: 483-494.

Omland, A. 2006. The ethics of the World Heritage concept, in C.S.a.G. Scarre (ed.) The Ethics of
Archaeology: Philisophical Perspectives on Archaeological Practice. Cambriig€ahbridge

University Press
i MR o
_= ESSI'GN-OFTHEWH
I I ESAGE commiTT :

E e RE H T
e SENNEEN L COR TR (L AT E
el oW alall ) Ly kLl &
5 1o A, ATATE OF
E iRl Faid  BoH .

L eave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Name *

Email *

Website

Comment

You may use thegdTML tags and attributesa href="" title=""> <abbr title=""> <acronym

25/10/2015 10:3



38th session of the World Heritage Committee | Hav http://heritagevalues.net/38th-session-of-the-wbedtage-committe

title=""> <b> <bl ockquote cite=""> <cite> <code> <del datetine=""> <enp <i> <q cite="">
<strike> <strong>

Submit Comment

Recent tweets

« » Heritage Valuegirst Aid to Cultural Heritage in Times of Crisis (FAC) | ICCROM
H@V https:/it.co/GDIDaul7E7

« _» Heritage Valuedapan threatens to halt Unesco funding over Nanjing listipg/t.co
H@Y jHwisrbzMmdv

«_» Heritage Valuesleritage as Aid and Diplomacy in Asia | call for conference papers -
H©V ASEFhttp://t.co/0QeAN31wtl hitp://t.co/MrTH3cylSq

Copyright
H@V is an initiative of:
Content copyright Heritage Values Network. All rights reserved.

4 de 4 25/10/2015 10:3



