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PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Name: DANIEL ALBALATE DEL SOL  
Date of birth: 13/02/1980 

Place of birth: Badalona, Spain. 

Regular mail: Departament d’Econometria, Estadística i Economia Aplicada; Facultat 

d’Economia i Empresa, Universitat de Barcelona; John Maynard Keynes, 1-11 08034; 

Barcelona, Spain. 

Phone: +34 93 403 1131 
Fax: +34 93 402 4573 

E-mail: albalate@ub.edu 

Web: www.danielalbalate.cat  

Fields of interest: Public Policy Analysis evaluation, Economics of Transportation and 

Infrastructure. Public Sector Reform: privatization, regulation, and competition.  

 
GRADES 
 

2008 Ph.D. in Economics (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain) 
2007 MSc. in Economics (University College London, United Kingdom) 

2003 B.A. in Economics (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain) 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
2022-… Director of the Observatory of Analysis and Evaluation of Public Policies. 

Universitat de Barcelona.  

2017-2022 Deputy Director of the Observatory of Analysis and Evaluation of Public 

Policies. Universitat de Barcelona.  

2015-… Associate Professor (Professor Agregat). University of Barcelona.  

2011-2018 Coordinator of the Pasqual Maragall Chair of Economics and Territory at 
University of Barcelona. 

2010-2015 Assistant Professor (Professor Lector) University of Barcelona. 

2007- 2010 Lecturer in Economics (Professor Associat). Universitat de Barcelona, 

2003-2007 Teaching Assistant. Universitat de Barcelona, Departamento de Política 

Económica y Estructura Económica Mundial. 

 
TAUGHT COURSES  
 
Undergraduate 

 Public Sector Economics I (B.A. program in Economics and B.A. program in 

Business Studies). 

 Economic Policy of Spain and EU. (B.A. program in Economics). 

 Privatization, Regulation and Competition (B.A. program in Economics and B.A. 

in Business Studies). 

 Infrastructure and Transport Economics (B.A. program in Economics and B.A. in 

Business Studies). 

 

 
Graduate courses: 

Public Policy Analysis and Evaluation (MSc. in Economics and MSc in Economics, 

Regulation and Competition in public services). 

The Economics of Public Services (MSc in Economics, Regulation and Competition 

in public services) 

mailto:albalate@ub.edu
http://www.danielalbalate.cat/


The Economics of Infrastructures and Transportation (MSc in Economics, 

Regulation and Competition in public services) 

Financial analysis and management of public projects (MSc. in Advanced Public 

Management) 

Policy Evaluation (Elective course at Barcelona Institute of International Studies’ 

Master programs) 

 

 

Other specific short courses 
 
2018 Introduction to Empirical Methods for Policy Evaluation. Generalitat de 

Catalunya, Departament de Territori i Sostenibilitat.  

 

2015 Economic evaluation of transportation projects: a course on cost-benefit 

analysis. UBEconomics Summer School. University of Barcelona. Academic 

Coordinator and Professor. 
 

 
Master dissertations supervised 

 Remolins, B. (2022). Analysis of the inter-modal competition between high-speed rail 

and motorway: the Galician case (MSc in Economics). 

 Gambini, C. (2020) “High-speed rail and Tourism in Europe: Regional Evidence. 

Universitat de Barcelona. (MSc in Economics). 

 López, F. (2019) “The Impact of the 2008 Constitution in Ecuador: A Synthetic 

Control Approach”. Universitat de Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

 Paseyro, J. (2019) “Price Effects of Minimum Safety Standards: Evidence from the 

Uruguayan Car Market”. Universitat de Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

 Díez, M. (2019) “Estimating the effects of parking regulation on cruising”. 

Universitat de Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

 Padró, G. (2018) “The Economic Cost Of A Hurricane A Case Study Of Puerto Rico 

and Hurricane Georges 1998 Using Synthetic Control Method”. Universitat de 

Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

 Fiksdal, A. (2018) “Public policy analysis: Does offering free birth control have an 

effect on the amount of abortions? Evidence from Oslo, Norway”. Universitat de 

Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

 González, J.F. (2018) “Conflicts and roads in Colombia” Universitat de Barcelona. 

Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

 Echevarría, A. (2018) “Evaluación de la eficiencia de los servicios de autobús 

urbanos”. Universitat de Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics). 

Kushta, A. (2016) “The Impact of Visa Liberalization and Road Infrastructure on 

Tourism in Albania” Universitat de Barcelona. Mimeo (MSc in Economics) 

Yarygina, A. (2014) “Road safety determinants: Do Institutions matter?”. Universitat 

de Barcelona. Mimeo. (MSc in Economics) Published in International Journal of 
Transport Economics. 

Gragera, A. (2014) “The sensitivity of garage parking demand in Barcelona. 

Universitat de Barcelona”. Mimeo. (MSc in Economics) Published in Transport Policy. 

Bel, P. (2011): “Evaluación de las políticas de renegociación de contratos de 

concesión: El caso de la autopista AP7 Tarragona-Valencia. Universitat de Barcelona. 

Mimeo. (MSc in Economics) Published in Public Money and Management. 

 Sort, L. (2010): “Rail freight deregulation in Europe: Failure or Success? MA in 

Economics, U. Barcelona. Mimeo. (MSc in Economics) 

http://diposit.ub.edu/dspace/handle/2445/189481
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Thesis dissertations supervised (defended) 

 

Yarygina, Anastasiya (2022) “Essays on Empirical Evaluation of Development 

Programs””. Ph.D in Economics. Universitat de Barcelona. Cum Laude.  

Bel-Piñana, P. (2018) “Public-Private Partnerships in Roads: Economic and Policy Analyses”. 

Ph.D in Economics. Universitat de Barcelona. Cum Laude.  

Gragera, A. (2017) “The Economics of Parking: Essays on Regulation, Competition 

and Information Frictions”. Ph.D in Economics. Universitat de Barcelona. Cum Laude.  

 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 
Involvement in financed research projects (Competitive calls). 

 As leading researcher: 

2021-2022 The financial and environmental sustainability of the mobility system in 

the large urban areas of Catalonia after the Covid19. Pandèmies 2020: Replegar-se per 

créixer: l'impacte de les pandèmies en un món sense fronteres visibles. Generalitat de 

Catalunya. Researchers: 24 

2019-2022 Local Public sector reform: Challenges and pressures from ageing and 

climate change on public policies. Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación (PID2019-

104319RB-I00). Researchers: 15. 

 

2018-2019 Study on the criteria of public works and services procurement of local 
governments in Catalonia. Escola d’Administració Pública de Catalunya. (2018 EAPC 

00003). Researchers: 6. 

 

2016-2019 Analysis and evaluation of public policies: Methodologies and empirical 

applications. Ministerio de Economía y Competitividad. (ECO2016-76866-R38004). 

Researchers: 5. 
 

2015-2016 Asset liability of the Public administration. A driver of oversupply in 

Public-private partnerships. Escola d’Administració Pública de Catalunya. 

2014EAPC00001 Researchers: 6. 

 
2013-2014 Study on the relationship of causality between transparency and 

corruption in local governments. Government of Catalonia. DEMOC 2013. 

Researchers: 8 

 

 As member of the research team: 

2022-2024 “Carbon Pricing in transport: a Climate policy evaluation” Spanish 

Ministry of Science and Innovation.Researchers: 8. IP: Jordi Teixidó.  

 



 

2019-2021 Jean Monnet Network Shine (Sharing Economy and Inequalities across 

Europe). European Commission, Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive 

Agency. IP: Andrés Boix. 

2018-2019. Reform of local public services in the municipality of Barcelona and its 

metropolitan area. Càtedra Barcelona-UPF de Política Econòmica Local. Researchers: 
5. IP: Germà Bel. 

 

2018-2020 Road congestion in urban conglomerations: Situation and proposals for a 

sustainable city. Recercaixa 2017 Research Grant. Social Program “La Caixa 

Foundation. Researchers: 6.IP: Xavier Fageda, Ricardo Flores. 

2017-2019 Governments and Markets. Secretaria General de Recerca. Government of 
Catalonia (SGR2014-325.) Researchers: 15. IP: Xavier Fageda.  

 

2016-2018 Evaluation of job search programs to reduce long term unemployment and 

social exclusion. Recercaixa 2015 Research Grant. Social Program “La Caixa” 

Foundation. Researchers: 3. IP: Germà Bel.  
 

2014-2017 Governments and Markets. Secretaria General de Recerca. Government of 

Catalonia (SGR2014-325.) Researchers: 15. IP: Germà Bel.  

 

2013-2015 Policy Analysis and Evaluation of Public Policies Ministerio de Economía y 

Competitividad. (ECO2012-38004). 2013-15. IP: Germà Bel. 
 

2009-2013 Governments and Markets. Government of Catalonia (SGR2009-1066) 

Researchers: 15. IP: Germà Bel. 

 

2011-2012 Determinants and effects of local transportation contracting out in 

Catalonia: Supply, Ownership and Quality. Funded by the Catalan School 
of Public Administration. Researchers: 3. IP: Germà Bel.  

 

2009-2012 Governments and markets: Analysis and evaluation of privatization, 

regulation and competition policies. Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación 

(ECO2009-06946/ECON). Researchers: 21.  IP: Germà Bel.  
 

2009-2010 Last trip cost: Market power, competition and public private interaction in 

funeral services. Funded by the Catalan School of Public Administration. 

Researchers: 3. IP: Germà Bel.  

 

2006-2009 Public sector reform: privatization, regulation and competition: Ministerio 
de educación y ciencia (SEJ2006-04985). Researchers: 12. IP: Germà Bel.  

 

2003-2006 Privatization, regulation and competition: public sector reform in Spain. 

Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia (BEC2003-01679) Researchers: 6. IP: Germà Bel. 

 
 
Involvement in other financed research projects and research contracts. 

 As leading researcher: 

 
2022 Impact of the pandemic on the transitory amortization period granted by Royal 

Decree-Law 13/2018 on the Regulation of Land Transport, regarding the leasing of 

vehicles with a driver. Cabify. Researchers 3. 
 

2022 Study of the evaluation of the impact of the changes in the infrastructures of 
public transport on the demand of travelers in the multi-airport systems of Europe. 

Government of Catalonia. Researchers 3. 



 
2020-2021 Evaluation of the impacts of the deployment of the Digital Infrastructures 

plan in Catalonia. Fundació i2.cat. Researchers 4. 
 
2020 Technical assistance for the evaluation of aid for the purchase of low-emission 

vehicles from the Generalitat de Catalunya’s air quality improvement plan 
Researchers 3.  

 

2020 Economic Impact of new Mobility solutions. EIT Kic Urban Mobility S.L 

Researchers 3. 

 

2017-2018 Analysis of the structure, regulation and competition in a market with 
public sector obligations. Associació d’empreses de serveis funeraris de Catalunya. 

Researchers: 3.  

 

2016 Evaluation of the social profitability of the project of the connection of trambaix 

and Trambesòs.  Grup Municipal de Convergència i Unió. Researchers: 2. 

2016 Study on the parking market in Barcelona. Barcelona Serveis Municipals. 

Researchers 4. 

 

2015 Evaluation of the phase 1 mobility impact of the pilot test of carpooling in the 
University community UB-UPC in Las Corts District. City Council of Barcelona. 

Researchers 3. 

 

2015 Comparative study of Social Spending programs of the City of Barcelona and 

other cities of the Metropolitan Area of Barcelona. City Council of Barcelona. 

Researchers: 2. 
 

2014 Economic evaluation of the new concrete containment barriers Bahoris. RACC 

foundation. Researchers: 2. 

 

2010 Study on the determinants of motorcycle accidents in the city of Madrid. Funded 
by RACC Foundation. Researchers: 2 

 

2009 Study on the determinants of motorcycle accidents in the city of Barcelona. 

Funded by RACC Foundation. Researchers: 2 

 

 As member of the research team: 

2022 Report on the impact of traffic restrictions on mobility and the urban economy. 

Barcelona Oberta. Researchers 3. 

2017 Report on the Impacts of High-Speed Rail Stations for the European Court of 
Audits (ECA). Association Recherche Transport Urbanisme (ARTUR). University of 

Lyon. Researchers: 4. 

2012-2013 Cooperación público-privada: Diseño de concesiones y mejora de los 

mecanismos de renegociación. Funded by Abertis Infraestructuras. Researchers: 3. 
 

2012 Report on the experience of introducing UIC accesses. The Case of the Port of 

Barcelona 2010-2012" Funded by Tarragona Chamber of Commerce. 

Researchers: 2. 

 

2010 Joint management of large transport infrastructure: An international review. 
Funded by Government of Catalonia. Researchers: 3 

 

2010 Business District Governance in Hospitalet del Llobregat. Funded by 



Ajuntament de l’Hospitalet del Llobregat. Researchers: 2 

 

2009-2010 Last trip cost: Market power, competition and public-private interaction in 

funeral services. Funded by Escola d’Administració Pública. Researchers: 3 

 
2008-2009 Analysis of the regulatory model of inland transportation in the 

Metropolitan Area of Barcelona. Funded by Entitat Metropolitana del 

Transport. Researchers: 3 

 

2007-2009 Studies of different aspects from the Metropolitan transportation in 
Barcelona. Funded by Transports Metropolitans de Barcelona (TMB) 

(FBG33809) Researchers: 2. 

 
Other research experiences 
 

2014 Visiting scholar at University of Leicester, United Kingdom. 

2009 Visiting scholar at John Glenn School of Public Affairs, Ohio State University, 

Columbus, United States. 

2007 Visiting scholar at Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain. 

 
Member of Research Groups and Research Networks 
FEDEA researcher. Economics and Politics of Transport Infrastructure. (Fundación de 
Estudios de Economía Aplicada) 

Special interest group SIG E3: Transport economics and regulation. World Conference 

in Transport Research.  

Research Group on Government and Markets (Grup de Recerca consolidat per la 

Generalitat de Catalunya) 
Research Institute of Applied Economics, University of Barcelona (IREA). 

Reference Network for Research in Applied Economics (XREAP). Member of the 

governing board (Since 2016). 

Affiliated Researcher at Barcelona Institute of International Studies.  

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Articles in journals with anonymous evaluation (JCR) 
 

 Albalate, D., Fageda, X. (2022) “Getting closer to your destination: The role of 

available surface connections on the supply of low-cost carriers in secondary 

European tourist airports. Research in Transportation Business & Management, 

01899. 

 Albalate, D., Campos, J., Jiménez, J.L. Local Tourism Effects of HSR in Small cities: 

Three synthetic control case studies. Current Issues in Tourism. Forthcoming.  

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Gragera, A. “Mobility, environment, and inequalities in the 

post-covid city”, Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and Society. 

Forthcoming.  

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Rosell, J. “An evaluation of optimal scale and jurisdiction size 

to improve efficiency in metropolitan bus systems”, Research in Transportation 

Business & Management.  100822. Forthcoming.  



 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Mazaira-Font, F. “Dynamics of intergroup conflict and attitudes 

towards outgroup members: Evidence form terrorist and secession conflicts, Politics, 

Groups and Identities, Forthcoming. 

Albalate, D., Gragera, A. (2022) “Misinformation and Misperception in the market for 

parking”, Travel Society and Behavior, 28, 227-236. 

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Mazaira-Font, F. (2022) "Geography and Regional Economic 

Growth: The High Cost of Deviating from Nature”, Journal of Regional Science. 62(2), 

360-388. 

Albalate, D., Bel, G., Mazaira-Font, F. (2021)"Decoupling Synthetic Control Methods to 

ensure stability, accuracy and meaningfulness. SERIEs: Journal of the Spanish 

Economic Association, 12, 549–58. 

 Albalate,D., Bel, G., González, F., Picazo-Tadeo, A. (2022) "Legislative reforms and 

market dynamics in the provision of urban water service by private contract operators 

in Spain." Utilities Policy, 101302.  

 Albalate, D., Bel, G. (2021) “Politicians, bureaucrats and the public-private choice in 

public service delivery: ¿Anybody there pushing for remunicipalization?”, Journal of 

Economic Policy Reform, 24(3), 361-379.   

 Albalate, D., Fageda, X. (2021) "On the relationship between congestion and road 

safety in cities", Transport Policy, 105, 145-152. 

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Reeves, E. “Are We There Yet? Understanding the 

Implementation of Re-municipalization Decisions and their Duration”, Public 

Management Review, Forthcoming. 

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Gradus, R. Reeves, E. (2021) "Re-municipalization of local 

public services: incidence, causes and prospects"., International Review of 

Administrative Sciences, 87(3), 419-424. 

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Reeves, E. (2021) “Government choice between contract 

termination and contract expiration in re-municipalization: A case of historical 

recurrence?”, International Review of Administrative Sciences, 87(3), 461-479. 

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., González, F., Picazo-Tadeo, A. “Contract renewal in urban 

water services, incumbent advantage and market concentration”, Public 

Administration Review, Forthcoming.  

 Albalate, D., Gragera, A. (2020) “The impact of curbside parking regulations on car 

ownership”, Regional Science and Urban Economics, 81, 103518. 

 Albalate, D., Bel, G., Geddes, R. (2020) “Do Public-Private Partnership enabling laws 

increase private investment in transportation infrastructure”, Journal of Law and 

Economics, 63(1), 43-70. 

 Borsati, M., Albalate, D. (2020) “On modal shift from motorway to high-speed rail: 

evidence from Italy”, Transportation Research Part A: Policy and Practice, 137,  

145-164. 
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 Albalate, D., Bel, G. (2020) “Do government formation deadlocks really damage 

economic growth? Evidence from history’s longest period of government formation 

impasse”, Governance 33(1), 155-171. 

 Albalate, D., Rosell, J. (2019) “On the efficiency of toll motorway companies in 

Spain”, Research in Transportation Economics, 76, 100747. 

 Albalate, D., Fageda, X. (2019) “Congestion, road safety and the effectiveness of 

public policies in urban areas”, Sustainability, 11, 5092, 1-21. 

Albalate, D., Bel, G., Gragera, A. (2019) “Politics, Risk, and White Elephants in 

Infrastructure Partnerships”, Utilities Policy 58, 158-165. 

Albalate, D., Bel-Piñana, P (2019) “The effects of Public Private Partnerships on road 

safety outcomes”, Accident Analysis and Prevention, 128, 53-64 

Albalate, D., Gragera, A. (2018) “Empirical evidence on imperfect information in the 

parking market”, Journal of Transport Economics and Policy, 52(3), 322-342.  

Beria, P., Albalate, D., Bel, G., Grimaldi, R. (2018) “Delusions of success: Costs and 

demand of High-Speed Rail in Italy and Spain”, Transport Policy, 68, 63-79. 

Albalate, D., G A. “Weakening political connections by means of regulatory reform: 

Evidence form contracting out water services in Spain”, Journal of Regulatory 

Economics, 52(2), 211-235. 

Albalate, D., Gragera, A. “The determinants of garage prices and their interaction 

with curbside regulation”, Transportation Research Part A: Policy and 

Practice, 101, 86-97.  

Albalate, D., Yarygina, A. (2017) “Road safety determinants: Do Institutions 

matter?” International Journal of Transport Economics, 44(2), 313-346.  

 Albalate, D., Campos, J., Jimenez, J.L. (2017) “Does the high-speed rail increase 

local visitors?”, Annals of Tourism Research, 65, 71-82 

Albalate, D., Bel, G. & Geddes, R. “How much vertical integration? Contractual 

choice and Public-Private Partnerships in the United States”, Review of Industrial 

Organization, 51, 25-42.  

Albalate, D., Fageda, X. (2016) “High-tech employment and transportation: Evidence 

from the European regions”, Regional Studies, 50(9), 1564-1578. 

Albalate, D. & Fageda, X. (2016) “High-Speed rail and tourism: Empirical evidence 

from Spain”. Transportation Research Part A: Policy and Practice 85, 174-185. 

Gragera. A. & Albalate, D. (2016) “The impact of curbside parking regulation on 

garage demand”, Transport Policy, 47, 160-168 . 

Albalate, D. & Bel, P. (2016) "Winners and Losers in Toll Motorway renegotiations: An 

empirical evaluation of the Spanish Pioneers”, Public Money & Management, 36(5), 

365-372.  

 Albalate, D. & Perdiguero, J. (2015) “Entry regulation asymmetries and gasoline 

competition in a mixed motorway network” Journal of Transport Economics and 

Policy, 49(4), 603–625. 
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