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The session aims to explore the different meanings and 

implications of the notion on “boundary” in Mediterranean 
cities from a broad chronological perspective, ranging 
from the 15th to the 18th centuries. 
 

The organisers wish to invite papers about cities situated 
in frontier regions in the Early Modern Mediterranean, 
focusing on the role played by these urban centres 
in the circulation of information and the creation of urban 
networks across political frontiers. Proposals about how 
these cities overcame boundaries and used their position 
in liminal areas to foster economic activity will be 
welcome, as well as papers on their political action, when 
the cities demanded a privileged status from their 
respective rulers because of their strategic place. In this 
vein, the session is also open to papers that focus 
on commercial and political agents active in these contact 
areas, and the cultural transference that they may have 
channelled. 
 

On the other hand, the session wants to explore 
the limitations imposed by the Mediterranean Sea to 
urban development. We welcome proposals that present 
new perspectives on the (re)dimensioning of exchange 
during the centuries of the First Globalisation, paying 
attention to the multi-scalar commercial networks. Finally, 
from this perspective of the Mediterranean as a limitation, 
we invite proposals that address the impact of the internal 
Mediterranean frontier between the Ottoman and Spanish 
empires on urban development, examining the burden 
that defensive systems (towers, bastions, artillery, and 
militias) posed on urban governments in terms of funding 
and management. 
 

The session topic focus on several aspects investigated 
by the research group GEHMO – Grup d'estudi d'Història 
del Mediterrani Occidental – of the Universitat de 
Barcelona, whose participation in the oncoming AEUH 
conference aims to expand its traditional research 
avenues, to include the Mediterranean basin at large, 
generating a forum for comparison of different urban 
contexts.  
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"Mediterranean boundaries" in the history of the European cities  
from the 15th to the 18th century  

 

 
 
Session organized by Jaume Dantí and Ida Mauro 
(Universitat de Barcelona) and Valentina Favaró 
(Università di Palermo).  
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d’Història del Mediterrani Occidental. Societat, 
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Please send your paper proposal by September 
30th, according the guidelines published at the 
2024 EUAH conference webpage 
 https://eauh2024ostrava.osu.eu/guidelines-for-
participants-and-authors/  
 


