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[Assyrian testaments detail the division of theatstbetween members of the family. This paper densithe
mechanics and social rules of the division. A neiddie Assyrian testament is offered in translafion.
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Prosperous trade between the ancient city of A&SdrAnatolia led to a rise in the wealthy elitessla
of traders, with real estate and invested fundeaprover a large geographical area. The complicated
character of these possessions led to the neadsfiouctions on the division of such property, givibat
the social rules and habits were not able to ctivenvarious complicated facets of the differenatest
Numerous texts from the excavated Assyrian archiwbsch date back to the second millennium BCE,
deal with this issue and are the subject of thpepaviost scholarly attention has been given tdehgthy
conflicts on the division of the inheritance of t®dd Assyrian traders. The conflicts are perhapsemo
representative of the mechanics of conflict resofytrather than actually providing information abo
inheritance itself. In light of new evidence from a number of recerglyblished testaments and texts
concerning inheritances, we are now able to rgané¢rpreviously known last wills, as well as estibl
continuity and innovation in the inheritance rutesm the Old and Middle Assyrian periods. For thd O
Assyrian period, there are at least 10 identifiestaments and six for the Middle Assyrian period.
References in letters, notes and legal documentisi®subject are also taken into account.

* Abbreviations follow Streck (2014/1@eallexikon der Assyriologie und vorderasiatiscienhaologiel4, IlI-LIX. Old
Assyrian abbreviations are found in Michel 20036-BB. For Middle Assyrian abbreviations, see Post@&t3, 43334. In
addition, note the following: AKT 6a = Larsen 20KKT 8 = forthcoming (Veenhof); EL = Eisser — LeW®30/35; KAM 10 =
Reculeau- Feller 2012; KAM 11 = Donbaz 2016; POAT = Gwalitnk. 1983. This study quotes from various cuneifdaw
codes as they appear in Roth (1997) with the follgwabbreviations: MAL (Middle Assyrian Laws) A = KAl; MAL B =
KAV 2; MAL O = Weidner 1937/39, 5%4, Tafel V, 2.

1. Prof. I. Albayrak and Prof. K. R. Veenhof sharedheoof their studies that were not available to meaddition, Prof.
Veenhof shared his concordances of the soon taibéshed AKT 8, the archive of Elamma (kt 91/k). Aarly draft of this paper
was read and commented on by M. P. Streck, J. @kBen and E. Zomer. English was corrected by B. MtG | would like to
thank them all for the help they offered.

2. Many of these conflicts may refer to the issud #wates were often not divided for a long pefatbwing the death of
the paterfamiliasbecause heirs could choose to keep the family fiinming. This would, however, further complicate t
postponed division of the estate. At the same tang, postponed division of an estate is a commatufe in the Ancient Near
East and certainly not limited to Old Assyrian stgji see Westbrook (1991, 12®).
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Overview of the known Assyrian testaments

Old Assyrian
Testator Heirs’ Envelope
widow daughter aplum sons

AKT 8 IdT-ASSur (...) (...) (...) (...) N
120

AKT 8 IStar-lamass - v N/A v -
179

BIN 6 Amur-I$tar J x/ [...] [...] -
222

BIN 6 [-] [...] [.] [.] [..] -
224

ICK 1 II3-bani V v - v ICK 1
12b 12a

Thierry Adad-tani N - - - -

kt  c/k {oco) (ooo) {oco) {oco) o) v
843

kt cfl Su-Istar V (2x) - \/ \/ -
1031+

kt kik 3 Zuzupana (...) (...) S \ -

kt olk Agua \/ - x/ x/ kt ok
196¢ 196a

Middle Assyrian

KAJ 8 Amurru-rasir - - N - -

KAJ 9 Issiriya \ - post - -

MARV l1Su-idiSu N - - post -
847

TR 105 Adad-da’an - (?) v v

TR Erib-ilt - V - -
2037

Snell Seni-arri - \/ \/ v \
1983/4

1. Previous literature

Our knowledge of the division of estates and cotliabout the inheritance goes back to the
publication of the Middle Assyrian laws. The secdablet MAL B discusses the primary rules of the
division of an inheritance, which resulted in a memof studieé. Testaments and estates of Assyrians
and, in particular, the traders from Kiltepe hawngd considerable interest from scholars. While
testaments were not really known at this early tiisser and Lewy (1930/5) discussed a humbergafl le
documents that dealt nonetheless with the divisfanheritance (EL 8-11). The first to discuss atual
Old Assyrian testament was Garelli (1966), withedition and study of the so-called “(Tableftdijerry”.

Von Soden (1975) contributed with two editions &Kl 1 12b and BIN 6 222. An overview of all
Assyrian testaments dating to the Bronze Age was frovided by Wilcke (1976), who gathered alk las
wills known at that point. The Old Assyrian testamtsedid not exist in a void and should be seen in a
broader Syro-Mesopotamian tradition. This was s&eédy Michel (2000), who connected the existence
of the phraseana zittSa abat u ummaltshe is father and mother over her share” in kt B®6c with
testaments from Nuzi and Emar. The notion thatstmell number of available testaments alone is not
sufficient for a comprehensive study has led tortbeessity of gathering references to testamerasdier

3. The termaplumis used in relation to those cases when the testiindicates a special share for the eldest sosoine
testaments, we find a description about how theesbithe widow goes to one or more of her childmlowing her death; this is
marked in the table using the abbreviation “post”.

4. For example, Driver and Miles (1935, 293-301) Bradid (1969).
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to understand their function better. A number afsth attestations was gathered by Albayrak (20001;20
cf. 2015). A first attempt to discuss the rules ifdneritance in the Old Assyrian period was made by
Veenhof (2003a, 45560 § 6.2; 2012) and for the Middle Assyrian pefiydLafont (2003, 54245 § 6.2).

A discussion of the estate and yet-to-be-publisdwd testament of a woman, AKT 8 179 (kt 91/k 453),
can be found in Veenhof (2008b). Interestingly,yorgry limited attention has been paid to the prgpe
divided in the testaments. The only study knowmtis Michel (1997, 2935 § 2.2), who discussed the
divided houses. For the Middle Assyrian period, m&y denote the studies on texts that deal with the
division of an inheritance: AfO 20, 122 (Weidne63® and MARV 1 6 (Hirsch 1970).

Overview of the primary publications of the avalatestaments

Old Assyrian
Copy/photo Museum numbers| Previous text editions:
AKT 8 120 kt 91/k 396 Veenhof 2012, 1734 no. 1
AKT 8 179 kt 91/k 453 Cf. Veenhof 2008b, 103 / 106 / 1a€10
BIN 6 222 NBC 3903 von Soden 1975, 2187
Wilcke 1976, 204 no. 2
BIN 6 224 NBC 6623 Wilcke 1976, 204 no. 3
ICK 1 12a/b Ka 1028 von Soden 1975, 2116
Wilcke 1976, 2023 no. 1
Albayrak 2011, 143 no. 1
Garelli 1966, 133 Thierry (private Garelli 1966, 13138
collection) Wilcke 1976, 2048 no. 4
Albayrak 2001, 145 no. 3
= kt c/k 843 Cf. Veenhof 2012, 169 n2
Albayrak 2015, 27 kt ¢/l 1031+ Albayrak 2015, 1718
Appendix
kt k/k 3 Cf. Hecker 2004, 284 n23

Albayrak 2000, 1416

kt o/k 196a/c

Albayrak 2000, 2126 (5-12)
Albayrak 2011, 144 no. 2

Middle Assyrian
KAJ 8 VAT 9028 Wilcke 1976, 21824 no. 7
Saporetti 1982, 662 / 14647
KAJ 9 VAT 8759 Wilcke 1976, 21118 no. 6
Saporetti 1982, 778 / 15152
MARYV 8 47 VAT 19873 Appendix
Wiseman 1968, Plate LXVIII TR 105 Wiseman 1968, 186
Wilcke 1976, 20811 no. 5
Saggs 1968, Plate XLVII TR 2037 Saggs 1968, 1684

Snell 1983/4, 160

Wilcke 1976, 22429 no. 8
Snell 1983/4

5. The OId Assyrian testament AKT 8 120 (kt 91/k 3&6provisionally published in Veenhof (2012, 173 no. 1). The
tablet itself is an unopened envelope, with thealatontent of the tablet it contains remainingnmkn. It is interesting to note
that the testator (IdASSur) was a common man in contrast to the mdte eharacter of the other testaments, which cancer
many houses, servants and other assets. Theisis amall fragment (BIN 6 224), indicated as a iptssestament in Wilcke
(1976, 204). Veenhof (2012, 191) suggested thatléineaged ICK 2 157 could have been a testament.
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2. Definition of testaments and division of inheritaac

While the actual number of testaments is smallrethere numerous references to them in Old
Assyrian personal letters and judicial documentsesk tell us more about tl8tz-im-Leberof these
texts. A good example is the short letter BIN @@oted in full:

Speak to Su-Anim, thus Hatti:dhl died and did not make his testament. Make youisibed When you hear
the tablet, rise up and come hére!

According to this letter, the absence of a testamenld be problematic. This does not necessarily
indicate that making a testament was always redaagdea necessity, only that the lack of one coeld b
problematic for the division of the heritage; herte necessity for Su-Anim to come quickiWe may
wonder whether writing a testament would have bemessary in order to avoid any misunderstanding on
the division of the heritage, although it remainglecided when that would have been the case. Q$epu
in many instances, death may have come earlierdkpected. As a result, we find the situation dirsa
ASSur, where a letter seems to refer to an ordl (AKT 6a 208:19):awassu igbi“he spoke his will”.
However, caution is necessary as the terminologyetig different from normal testaments where welrea
PN 3mtusu i&m “PN drew up his will” and countless variations€s& 4.1). However, whatever Salim-
ASSur said in this passage preceded his deathtiglisaa led to the agreement of the crediton®ihizni)
on what was discussed earlier. For this reasos sife to assume that whatever he said was related
estate, even though the terminology suggeststthaats judicially different from an actual testamghe
may also suggest that the expressiaassu igbi“he spoke his will” is informal, whereas the exggi®n
PN §mtudu ifmis a legal formula and thus avoided in letfeirs the witnesses’ statement AKT 6a 40, we
read how Iddin-abum, on his deathbed, refusedttte ssccounts with his creditors, given that hisléés
werewritten and availablg]l. 12-13). This probably meant that, in his opinion, g#eing was arranged
and a testament may have already been writtenhé©td Assyrian network of traders was spread over
multiple trading posts between Anatolia and theyAas homeland, it should come as no surprise that
testaments were usually stored in ASSur. Therefaee,find some references where testaments of a
recently deceased trader were transported to Aadtobrder to be consulted. In POAT 19, Salihoxa,
from ASSur, orders his associat@&®-ken and la-gepim in Anatolia to fetch the testament of ASSurttini
(tuppum Sa@nat A), which at that moment was with Salim-AsSuHiarrama’°

A tablet recording the will of A33ur-iniiis with Salim-A3Sur son of Ennum-A33ur in
Hurrama. Send to him to have the tablet broughiioy

6. BIN 6 2: @ a-na SuA-nim gi-bi-ma® um-ma#a-ti-ma® E-la-Ii me-et® &i-im-ti-8u G-1&% i-&i-im /é-em-k&d® sa-ba-at-
ma'” ki-ma tup-pa-ant® ta-as-me-d° ti-ib-a-ma®® a-tal-kam

7.Cf. CCT 2 33:2ff, where we find a very similar siioa; apaterfamiliashas died without testament and, therefore, his son
urges his brother to come to ASSur in order tdesttte estate. Other references to the absenceéegfamment or last will are found
in some unpublished texts; they are mentioned ien¥ief (2012, 17671).

8. The same expressioav@assu igb) is found in CCT 2 33:4; see also Veenhof (2012)170

9. | suggested a similar distinction between formadl anformal language for the two common designatiof slaves:
wardumin contracts of salesuszarum more frequently in letters. See de Ridder (2017530

10. For the possibility that Salimhkam was the brother of the deceased, see Stragodd( 389).

11. POAT 19:® tup-pu-um 3a &i-ma-&> A-8Ur-i-mi-ti i-na Hu-ra-ma®?i3-ti Sa-limA-sur DUMU En-um-A-rsun Vi
ba-3f tup-pa-ant? Iu-ub-lu-ni-ku-nu-ti-ma
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There is some practical information about the fpansmtion of the last will between ASSur and
Anatolia. Given that the division of heritage colid quite detailed, testaments were frequentlyetarg
than the average tablet. This is actually describdelOAT 19:3335, where the tablet was so big that it
had to be wrapped in straw in order to transparaifiely; see Stratford (2010, 247).

Wrap up the tablet in straw, and carefully entr(igtto a reliable néra umminum so that he may bring it to
13
me:

Testaments, being legal documents, were writteéhdrpresence of withesses, who are listed in every
known last will* The testaments were made in order to divide ptppéithe estate, in particular, the real
estate and its contents, with the testator’s surgiwife and children each taking a specified share
tablets were then put in sealed envelopes in dadbe opened upon the death of the testator ambimea
the presence of the heirs and executors of théegdtiichel 1997, 293; Veenhof 2003a, 458). In dragt
this usually came down to the heirs meeting in ASShere the last will would be stored in order to
execute the testament, as well as make up thedsafanthe debt and credit regarding different ®and
investments, along with the available merchandisee (Hertel 2013, 3444)® This could lead to
problems if debts of the estate were not paid,itepth a lower shar€.In the testament kt o/k 196¢, we
even find conditions for the height of the shar¢hef heirs, based on debts that may or not may bese
paid back before the death of the owner of thetediader such circumstances, we cannot be surprised
that, in the letter AKT 3 94, a daughter demandiedtéstament to be read out in absence of herdrgyth
although this request was rebuffed by the city cdwrho deemed this illegal.

AKT 3 94:6-26:Here our sister reached the city council up tileftimes, saying: “l want to hear the testament
of our father”. | keep holding her back, saying: t®older brother must come; they will gather evengkel of silver
from Anatolia and then all of us will hear the &sient of our father”. Afterwards she went (agaio)the city,

12. Old Assyrian has different terminology for the tainer used to transport tablets, usuédijalikum but alsosilianum
and purSianum cf., see Larsen (1977, 102 n28). It is not chether one of these three types was used in tbe ahthe
testament in POAT 19.

13. POAT 19:®® tup-pa-am i-na ga-nu-e la-wi-a-nf&" rda’-am-qi-i§ a-naBDUMU um-mi-a-nin®® [ke-nim pi-ig-da-ma
lu-ub-lam

14.Cf. AKT 6a 231:811, where the people to whom this letter is ad@ésse said to have acted as witnesses when Salim-
ASSur made his last will. The people listed as et@s of the testamenibdl Simaten), must also have acted as witnesses, though
the usual logographic indication IGI is absenbg).

15. This practice is, for instance, described in thstimony kt m/k 69:76-78, where the heirs are gyio make up the
balance of credit and debit regarding their latiagain Anatolia, concluding that they need to gQoASSur to execute the
testament. Note that this text is written threeryexfter the death of theaterfamilias For reasons why it might have taken so
long for the testament be read, see the commeintaigcker (2004, 285-86).

16. According to Veenhof’s recent study (2012,-382), Old Assyrian testaments may deal with two sypeshares. There is
the normal share, thettum(HA.LA), e.g., kt o/k 196c:6. This deals with therpdry arrangements, such as the houses or care for
the widow or unmarried daughters. After debts ef éistate were deducted, additional shares mayreav@ned, which were to
be divided between the heirs, knowneditum, e.g.,Thierry: 51; TC 2 40:34; kt o/k 196¢:36; AKT 8 1:14,15,18 91/k 347). In
the Middle Assyrian period, this division is notested and we only fingittum A third word, which seems to be a more general
description of the share, ggtum (SU), referring to a smaller unit of taétum(HA.LA). It seems that twaatu makes oneittum
see MAL B,§ 1:3, 11 and MAL B § 2:21. This is, funth@re, confirmed by the testament TR 105:7, wheeeetllest son takes
two times agatu (which would make onegittu). However, this is not true in all cases; in Af@, 222:5, we read BA.LA "**“two
zittu-shares”, which refers to only one inheritance shdihe termgatum also refers to a part of the inheritance in the Ol
Assyrian corpus, including various times in fRieierry testament. It is also used in kt c/k 1301:31 sewbmstructed in ICK 1
12b:14.
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saying: “l want to hear the testament of our fatheékgain | represented you to the city, saying: “Oalder brothers
are in Anatolia, we must open neither house, seatgestament”. The city gave a verdict, that ugtlu will come,
neither house, seals nor testament will be opéﬁed.

Some testaments assign one or more executors ekthte lfel Simaten); seeThierry:52-53, with a
further reference in ICK 1 12b:337. This function is only attested in the Old Asagrperiod and fully
absent from younger records. As far as our infolonagoes, thebel Simatem was not an heir and,
therefore, suitable to impartial help with the lidation of the estate. Wilcke (1976, 196 nl) sutgpbthat
people indicated abel Simatem were the witnesses found at the end of any testaniéis is an
interesting idea; for instance, the usual list @hesses iThierry is replaced with a designation of some
people as &el Simatem However, according to the current consensusgl &imatemhas a more active
role in helping with the liquidation of an estatedadivision of the inheritance (see Veenhof 201&rtél
2013, 341, n1076). For instance, in KTK 103 + TG@31(EL 9), the brother of the deceased is mentioned
explicitly in the agreement of the assignment ¢foase from an estate. As brothers of the deceased a
not eligible to inherit, we may expect him to attthis text adel Simatem Similarly, in the big kt 94/k
archive, Salim-A33ur is regarded as the executthieéstate of his brother lddin-abum (Larsen 2059,
Additional arrangements to the testament could bdarto help ease the liquidation of the estatechvhi
especially happened when a person expected hisdémbe nedf.

Overview of quoted texts on the division of inlagte

Old Assyrian
Copy/photo Museum numbers Previous text editions:
AKT 394 kt vik 77 Bilgic — Gunbatti 1995, 16563
Michel 2001, 4046 no. 289
AKT 6a 40 kt 94/k 1006 Larsen 2010, 1186
AKT 6a 208 kt 94/k 196 Larsen 2010, 34314
BIN 6 2 NBC 3660 Hengst 2008, 255 n46
KTK 103+TC 1 93 ?+A0 7304 Eisser — Lewy 1930, A1 (= EL 9)
Lewy 1968, 3233 L 29-574 Gwaltney Jr 1983, 569 (= POAT 19)
Stratford 2010, 10®

3. Primary rules for inheritance

For the primary rules of inheritance, we are infedrby tablet B of the Middle Assyrian laws. No
Old Assyrian law codex has yet been found; howessferences in the Kiiltepe tablets prove that one
existed. Moreover, it has been suggested that dneus tablets and small fragments, of which Middle
Assyrian laws consist, go back to at least th® &4 13" century BCE (Veenhof 1995, 1717-18).
Palaeographic studies have proposed that somesahithor fragments were, in fact, written in thé"14

17.AKT 3 94:® a-na-kam a-d6°.[5d () a-ha-at-ni a-lam ta-ak-8u-uf um-ma si-it-ma 5i-ma-& a-bi,-ni 14-45-me a-na-
ku-ma® ak-ta-na-1&4-8i um-ma a-na-ku-nfid a-4u-ni ra-bi,-G-tum™? li-li-ku-ni-ma 0 KU.BABBAR ®® 1 GIN §a GAN™™ [i-ip-
hu-ra-ma™® 4 $i-ma-at a-bini * ku-lu-ni-ma lu ni-i&-mé® i-na wa-ar-ki-tim®” a-na a-lim ta-li-ka-md*® um-ma &i-it-ma &i-
ma-tim“® |4-45-me a-na-ku a-na a-Iffrf?? ki-ma ku-nu-ti U-ta-er-m&Y um-ma a-na-ku-ma &u-ni @? ra-bi,-G-tum i-naGAN
im (23) £ ku-nu-ki U &i-ma-tim 14 ni-pa-&* a-lu-um di-nam i-di-ma a-&> ta-1a-ka-ni-ni E ku-nu-ki®® 0 §i-ma-tum 4 i-<<i>>-
pa-té-a

18. Cf. EL 246:19 ina hab muitisu Sa atka *” nikkass aburf u abuka®® issizma “before the death of your father, our
father and your father have settled their accouldso CCT 9b:16; TC 2 15:29; TC 3 76:5-6. Regardingekgressiorina hab
muztiSu “on his deathbed”, see Veenhof (2012, 171) (cf. CB26a). A variation is found in AKT 6a 40:3 inumé PN ana
muztem tadnumawhen PN was dying”; see de Ridder (2012, 556).
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century (Weeden 2012, 237), which pushes the hgtiothl date of composition even further back. |t is
therefore, not inconceivable that some parts ofMiddle Assyrian laws may be more representative of
judicial procedures in the Old Assyrian period tioze may initially expect.

Following MAL B (8 1-5), there are a few basic miples for the division of the inheritance:

- The eldest son (the main heir) takes two sharesvaethe first of the children to select one (out
of his two) share(s). The brothers cast lots orotder of selection of the other shares (MAL B §°1)

- The youngest brother apportions &ikizlu-personnel and equipment in the field, which setams
refer to the agricultural aspects of the estate (NBA§ 1)?°

- Before the settlement of the estate, if a son kitisiebody, he is to be delivered to mext of kin
who will decide on his life. Should he be allowedite (and thus presumably pay blood money), He wi
take his share of the inheritance (MAL B §2).

- The king (i.e., the state) confiscates the sharangfbrother who committed treason (and) fled
after committing a crime (MAL B § 3Y.

- lllegal confiscation of part of the inheritancee(j.real estate) will result in forfeiting all ohe's
share (MAL B § 4).

- There is one more damaged paragraph that canrsoinbarized (MAL B § 5).

In addition, there are laws that deal with inherigin the case of adoption; see & ®/e find these
rules put into practice on a number of occasiomsh®s TR 105:6-7, which states that the eldestgbn
take two shares. In AfO 20, 122, the real estatéhefinheritance is divided into three separataspar
However, the first part is regarded as two shazddA.LA™*I. 5), presumably selected by the eldest son
as per his right to take two parts and to be tist fo select; see Weidner (1963, 121). Furthermbe
primary rule of two shares for the eldest son conéirmed in KAM 10 25:15-16 (de Ridder 2016, 231
32). The double share is a common feature in thisidn of the estates in late Bronze Age Northern
Mesopotamia/Syria, attested in Nuzi (Zaccagnini(00), Emar (Westbrook 2003b, 678) and Ugarit
(Rowe, 2003, 729-30). It appears to have spredldetse regions in the north, as it is already attest
southern Old Babylonian cities up until Mari (S804, 708-10, § 6.6.1-2). The double share does not
exist in the Neo-Assyrian Empire, where every sameiited equally (Radner 2003, 900). Nonetheless,
this does not mean that the share for the eldestvas equal to his brothers in these period (cfl. Z104,

19. As for the legal terminology, the teraplum (logographic IBILA or A) is absent in both Old As@n and Middle
Assyrian legal documents, although it can be foaedan element in personal names. Instead of the dplu, the relevant
passage MAL B § 1, speaks ofreru rabiu (DUMU GAL) “big son” and amaru sesru “small son” to refer to the first and last
born. The ternmmariu rabiuis also found in the late Old Assyrian texts frtira Assur 14446 archive of the Assyrian capita,,e.
MAH 15962:15, 19. Although there is a possibly $miattestation in the adoption contracts KAJ 1a2H Snell 1983/4:7, in
general, texts concerning the division of estadémin from using the term. According to Dercks2a1(5, 40)aplummay occur
as a foreign name in the Old Assyrian onomasticon.

20.The only instance diiluzlu-personnel in the context of the division of aratsis MARV 1 6, which will be discussed
in§7.2.

21. According to Westbrook (1991, 122-23), this meduatt tany undivided estate had to be valued in aimédrave the
blood money paid. It does not mean that the nexirobf the victim replaces the murderer as hethim latter’'s family.

22. As Westbrook (1991, 1224) points out, there is a well-known parallel loistarrangement, where the Israelite king
Ahab is legally allowed to take the vineyard of W#bafter being falsely accused of treason andwgdcin Kings 21:1-16.
There is a number of Early Middle Assyrian landngsafrom the palace to several individuals that rhaye entered into the
palace’s disposal under such circumstances: KAJ(¥7BAV 210); 177; 183 (= KAV 93); KAM 10 8; KAV 93209-212;
MARV 1 41.

23. Note that MAL O (AfO 12 T 5.2) seems to deal withes of the inheritance as well. David (1969) pded a restored
reading, which suggests that a man is not allowedraw up a testament in the case of insanity. Tédgling has not been
accepted in later studies and the degree of ré&tonarevents us taking the text into further cdesation.
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710). As for the Old Assyrian period, the favoupedition of the eldest was related to the fact tizahad
to provide for the widow. As per kt c/k 1301+, heudd not only obtain the house of the widow follogyi
her death, but also a double share of what remaihéht point remained of the estate. This isahily
Old Assyrian text that mentions the double shatglenthe contrary of equal shares may be atte8ted.

For the Old Assyrian period, it is important to ghorefer to the succession of the family firmtbe
commercial enterprises in Anatolia. While one mageet otherwise, testaments or any texts concerning
the division of the inheritance do not deal witle uccession of any commercial business. They never
assign social positions, with the exception ofafementionedbel Simatem*“executor of the testament”.
The Assyrian last will divides assets between thigshin accordance with some common social rules,
such as the position of the widow and eldest dcamy of the heirs wanted to take over assetsefitim,
which were worth money, they would have to paydtieer heirs according to their shares. In additibn,
does not seem that the succession of the famitytas automatic and went to the eldest son, givah t
there are some cases where a younger brother t@sktlte commercial activities in Kanis, e.g., Buz,
instead of Sueyya, or the sons alB-ken, Iddin-Abum, instead of ASSugbawatum, the sons of Issu-
arik (kt 94/k) etc. In these two cases, the eldethers were either active in the government omaitlive
in Kani§, such that they had only limited involver the local tradé&

4.Composition

4.1.Main types of testaments and their composition

The composition of testaments seems to be a rate@ffair, such that a comprehensive overview
cannot be given. In fact, the wording of a testanseems to be largely determined by the identitthef
main benefactor of the testament. A major pointifference between the two periods is that the Old
Assyrian testaments follow the standard formuleoiiicing the text written from the perspective fudf t
testator. Thus, family members are all referredhtthe first person (my wife, our mother etc.). ldliel
Assyrian testaments are more consistent and gnturdten in the third person.

For the Old Assyrian period, we may try to sumn®trize content of the testaments as follows.
However, while the testaments seem to cover cettgiits, their compositions seem to be more or less
free.

Standard formula:
PN 8§mti betiSu iSmma
“PN drew up a will regarding his house”

FIRSTPART: Inventory and assignment of miscellaneous objaetsfunds

SECONDPART: Care of the widow and/or eldest son
Assignment of the house

Optionat Assignment of interest of a loan to the widow
Transfer of the estate of the widow to the eldest s

THIRD PART: Division of credit and debit

24. In the testamentiHbani, it is mentioned that the tablets with creditdng to all sons and thgubabturmpriestess,
concluding thus:da-sa-ny is-té-tu-ma‘their share is one” (i.e., an equal share), ICK2b:14; cf. kt c/k 1301:30-31.

25.Kryszat (2004, 49) suggests that Sueyya was aictiBaru$hattum, while AssSur-&-awatim is known to have served as
alaputtzumofficer in ASSur (Larsen 2010, 8).
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1. Division of credit

Optionat Assigning agubabturadaughter as heiress, sharing in the credit
2. Responsibilities of the outstanding debts are assig

3. Miscellaneous stipulations

OPTIONAL;: Care of the secondary wife (kt c/k 1301)
OPTIONAL,: Eviction clause (ICK 1 12b)

LEGAL PART.
List of witnesses

As has been said, the composition of the testanmeamtsoccur in numerous variations. Some parts
may change position or might be absent. For instaraerry starts with a brief assignment of the house
to the widow (RRT TWO), as there is no son to care for her. It theninaes with a long inventory #RT
ONE), followed by assigning the interest of a loanhe widow PART TwQ). The testament kt o/k 196c¢ is
more clearly structured, as it describes how théowi should be taken care of and follows with the
assignment of a share to the eldest son and offileirem. No doubt there must have been more texts
similar to this testament; the typical clawseat u ummais found with slight variation in the Western
Peripheral Akkadian text corpora (see § 5.1). Wg ewpect that some aspects of the division of the
inheritance were fixed in Assyrian society, suclihescare of the widow. This may explain why thieeot
Old Assyrian testaments are less explicit on thiéenayet raise the question as to why the testakien
o/k 196c¢ describes them.

When we move to the Middle Assyrian period, we again divide the available testaments into two
categories. However, the differences here are damgséunction:

Middle Assyrian type |: Standard testament

Seal(s)

Standard formula:

PN, ina migrat raminSu &mti 'PN,/betidu iSmma

“PN;, by his voluntary agreement drew up a will regagd®iN,/his house”

FIRST PART. Standard division of the estate between the dmnladf the deceased

Standard formula:
PN; mara’Su 2 gatati ilaqge
“PNshis (eldest) son will take two shares”

u répatum Sa maisuesuttum u madittum 1 gta ilaqge:
“and the rest of his children, be there few or maml take one share (each)”

SECOND PART further stipulations
(possibly an eviction clause)

LEGAL PART:
Date
List of witnesses
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Text: only attested in TR 165

Middle Assyrian type Il: Testament for heiress

Seal(s)

Standard formula:

PN; ina migrat raminSu&mti 'PN,/betidu i§mma

“PN; by his voluntary agreement drew up a will regagd®N,/his house”

FIRST PART. enumeration of granted property

1. Alist of servants

2. Alist of animals

3. Land (not preserved in all testaments, probablioopt)
4. A house (not preserved in all testaments)

Summary:
mimma anfa PN andPN ittidin/iddinasse
“all this PN gave t6PN”

SECOND PART. further stipulations: eviction clause and furttransfer of property

LEGAL PART:
Date
List of witnesses

Texts: KAJ 9; MARV 8 47; TR 2037

As can be seen, type 1 is used to describe the gifathe inheritance of an heiress. As will be
discussed below, these special testaments forssesevere complimentary to the normal last williclwh
describes the share of the sons from the tesi@fahe latter type, we have only one damaged exampl
TR 105. The text is nonetheless filled with someh&d clauses that confirm the stipulations of MBL
as discussed above. It is, therefore, likely tHatID5 was rather typical for Middle Assyrian testans.
There is an additional testament, KAJ 8, which esywdifferent in formula to TR 105. As there is no
satisfactory explanation for the deviation, | hanst included KAJ 8 under any of the types mentioned
above.

4.2.Introduction formula and other standard elements
As follows from the four types of testaments giadiove, every last will starts with a variation loé t
clausePN 3mtusu i&m(-ma)“PN drew up his will”. We will list the known variens below:

Old Assyrian:

BIN 6 222:1-3)PN 3mti betiSu Sa Kanis i#n(-ma)“PN drew up a will regarding his house in
Kanis”.

ICK 1 12b:12; kt ¢/k 1031+1347:1-2) PN $miti betiSu i8m(-ma)“PN drew up a will regarding his
house”.

kt c/k 843:PN SmatiSu i3m “PN drew up his will” (text to be published by @&sen).

Kt o/k 196¢:1-2)PN $mtusu i#m(-ma)“PN drew up his will".

26.Note that I. 10 of TR 105 is not taken into accdugre. Its problematic character will be discusse®i5.4.
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TabletteThierry:1-2) PN [&mti betiSy iSim(-ma)“PN drew up a will regarding his house”.

Middle Assyrian:

KAJ 8:1-4)kunuk PN, PN, mar PN, ina migrat raminsu “Seal of PN, PN, the son of Phby his
voluntary agreement”.

KAJ 9:1-3) PNy, mar PN, [§mmt]i 'PN; assitdu [i&im-mg “PNj, the son of PY drew up a will
regardindPNs, his wife”.

MARYV 8 47:1-5)kunuk PN, PN, mar PN, mar PN; ina migrat raminSu 3mti betiSu iSm(-ma)“Seal
of PN, PN, the son of Phldrew up a will regarding his house by his voluptagreement”.

TR 105:1-5kunuk PNkunuk PN, PN, mar PN; mar PN, Simti kztiSu iS[m(-ma] “Seal of PN, seal
of PN,, PN, the son of PRldrew up a will regarding his house”.

TR 2037:1-4)PN ina nfigrat rlaminidu [§mti] PN a3siiu [i&im(-ma) “PN;, the son of P} drew
up a will regarding Phhis wife”.

As can be seen from these exampdgatu(m)“testament”, is usually given in the singular. Qml kt
c/k 843 do we find a plural form. One noticeabledte Assyrian addition to the standard formulahes t
constructionina migrtiSu “by his voluntary agreement” (KAJ 8:4; MARV 8 47:4R 2037:2). This
element is also found in contemporary adoption dwmnis (e.g., KAJ 1:3) and a marriage contract (#IM
45:3), but does not occur in the Old Assyrian teAtfurther point of interest is the common additiof a
seal impression of the testator and, sometime®r gibople at the top of the testament in the Middle
Assyrian period. Its outer counterparts had segréssions confined to the envelope. However, the
envelope kt o/k 196a does not contain a seal oftestator Agua. A list of witnesses occurs in all
testaments, though only the Middle Assyrian onedated.

Eviction clauses in testaments occur frequently ead be found in ICK 1 12b:34-37, AKT 8
120:8-13 (kt 91/k 396), KAJ 8:11-15 and MARYV 8 43+32. The part where we would expect to find an
eviction clause is damaged on many testaments.géheral effect of the threat in these examples is
similar, namely, forfeiting of the share in the énitance upon bringing a lawsuit. The unopened lepee
of the testament AKT 8 120 (kt 91/k 396) actualigludes an eviction clause on the envelope. Bagh th
case and the eviction of ICK 1 12b warn againsintakhe bel Simatem “executor of the testament” to
court. However, in AKT 8 120 (kt 91/k 396), the sequence of doing so is a hefty fee of 10 minas of
silver, whereas the offender in ICK 1 12b is diginted and has to pay the existing debts. Notettiet
eviction clause in KAJ 8 is similar to the divisiohinheritance TR 117:19-20, in that in both wadma
zittiSu gita eli “from his share he will forfeit (his) portiorf”. MARV 8 47 is notable for the high penalty
of six minas of gold to be paid to IStar of Ninewgdon raising a claim.

5. Envelopes

As a general rule, it may be stated that a testamvas kept in an envelope. The archaeological
context of some of the testaments from the Old Aasytexts found before the regular excavations in
1948 is not known; nor do we have information ie@tto some of the testaments discovered since.
Nonetheless, about half of the known Old Assyriast Wwills were found with their case. Testaments
found in Anatolia can be regarded as archival @pss we already mentioned that testaments were

27.This clause is also attested in the damaged acl@amtext KAM 11 2:5'-7". It also mentions an atioinal fine of five
minas of gold. This second phrase is comparab@ARV 8 47:30-31.
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usually opened and read in the presence of the eiAS3ur® This might be why, for the Middle
Assyrian period, there is only one known envelapélie semi-testament published in Snell (1983/84).
As a last will had to be made in the presence tfiegises, we find their seals on the envelopes. For
instance, the case of kt o/k 196c¢ has five sealthtopeople who are mentioned on the testameintiag
witnesses (although the seal of the testator ising$. At the bottom of the inscription on the elope is
found an identification lingsa $mat Agua nar Su-Anim‘concerning the testament of Agua the son of Su-
Anim”. The envelope of ICK 1 12a only contains asdription of the seal impression of the testatat a
the witness without any further identification teagarding the content of the enveldp&he unopened
envelope AKT 8 120 (kt 91/k 396) is the most cortgleontaining the inscription of the seals of the
testator and witnesses, an identification tag anthaocation. The document edited in Snell (198%4)
not really a testament and has features of an mafopdntract, as is confirmed by the identificattagline
on the envelopduppusabittu $a rarutte 3a Anani-3arri Seni-Sarri én Tiza'e epudni “sealed document
of the adoption of Anani-3arri, which Seni-Sarhie tson of Tha’'u, made”. However, the tablet itself deals
with consequences of the adoption regarding thisidiv of the inheritance. There are no seal impoass
on the envelope, despite the fact that there it @fl witnesses on the tablet itself, which featuthe seal
impression of the testator. This seems to be calgedshift in seal traditions given that, in tpisriod,
seals were impressed on the tablet itself, ratigr the envelop?.

6. Care for women and unmarried children

Most Assyrian testaments largely concentrate onctime of women following the death of the
testator. There was no exception regarding the toated estates of the Old Assyrian merchants; for
instance, the main benefactor of the testariiémgrry is the widow of the testator. We can only explain
this focus by referring to the need to take specéae of the weaker parties and protect their é@stsr
against overzealous male inheritdrJhis, however, does not mean that all female famiémbers were
entitled to a share of the inheritance, i.e., & haen stated at various times that a woman, vh@$ethe
house of her parents to marry her husband, autcallgtiorfeits her right to a share of the inhamita®

28. In this context, legal documents are known to hiaaé multiple copies, especially when they weret fem ASSur to
Anatolia (Veenhof 2003b, 81). For testaments, thristence is confirmed per AKT 6a 23118, where the sons of the recently
deceased Salim-A3Sur requested a copy of the tabbet made and sent to them in Kanig, in ordartange his estate according
to his will. In turn, this request is somewhat ynested. Indeed, as we earlier determined, a testawwmild only be opened in
the presence of all heirs. The issue is also meation AKT 6a 233:2@24. The conflict is best explained by the compiaad of
two conflicting last wills about which the brothegsarrelled regarding validity, as well as the willhich was dictated on his
deathbed in Dlnumit (AKT 6a 208) and the proper testament compasefiSSur referred to here (see Hertel — Larsen0201
170). Cf. Michel (2000, 9).

29. As the list of witnesses in ICK 1 12a is rather dged, we cannot be certain whether all those whsaid to be sealing
are present.

30. In the Middle Assyrian period, envelopes were a@sbly less frequently used than in the Old Aissyperiod. This
explains the sealing shift to the tablet, rath@ntlthe case; cf. Postgate (1986, 1). For this reason, we cannot rule out the
possibility that testaments of this period nevet ha envelope.

31.Cf. Emar, where widows are the central figure amibvegheirs as their interests had to be protesed;Beckman (1996,
72).

32. For example, Kraus (1969, 13), van der Toorn (1296 24), Westbrook (2003a, 395) and Stol (2008-3). For Old
Assyrian, cf. Veenhof (2014, 349).
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6.1.The widow

A primary concern for a testator would be the psmn for his future widow. This is most clearly
illustrated by the testament kt o/k 196c¢, which ties wife of the testator Agua as the main benefact
mentioned first. She received the house in ASSdrsirared the silver and miscellaneous items, sach a
servants and slaves, equally with her sons. Tharent determines the status of the widow as falow
ina kasap zita abat u ummatof the silver of her share, she is father andhmot (. 6-7). This
expression is similar to the legal formula thatasnmonly found in Emar testaments, where we cath rea
PN asSatya abu u ummu Saitya 3tma “PN, my wife, is father and mother of my houseégsMichel
2000). The formula seems to have been used in Emraeke sure that the estate was not divided during
the lifetime of the widow and that the heirs hagtninister it jointly*® To this effect, the legal formula
put her in the position of the father by giving tee male gendéf. However, all the property of the
widow would transfer to Sudum upon her death. As for the undivided charaoteéhe estate, we should
discuss the testament of Su-I3tar, kt c/k 1037loRa@hg its arrangements, the eldest son Biyaiand the
widow Sat-ilT were to live together in the house in A3Sur, with son having to provide for his mother.
Were they not able to live together, Buizat had to lend out three talents of copper forrégieand give
this interest to his mother, so that she could b¥ffeit. This arrangement is similar to what wedim
Thierry (see also the discussion below). What happenswinly the death of theaSil1 is not entirely
clear; it is stated that Buzya obtains her inheritance (I. 24-25), which woblg the house and its
contents. However, the testament also assignsimaikienis to him (I. 26—-27) and continues with divig
the silver of Su-I3tar between the sons (. 27-8¥En though Buzaya had already paid one mina of
silver to each of his brothers after having sasfthe creditors (I. 9-12). It, therefore, seenw tn
difference is made with regard to the working cap#nd money, which was to be divided as soon as
possible, as well as whatever remained of the gsises, which remained intact during the life of th
widow. According to Veenhof (1997, 142) it was #ldest son who customarily provided for the widow,
which might explain how, in kt o/k 196c, he receiwbe property from the widow upon her death. ka th
arrangement of AKT 8 297 (kt 91/k 389), the eldast received a house upon the death of his fabér,
was financial responsible for the care of his mgtiveluding her burial costggburun). Although the
testaments make no reference to it, it is clear Asgyrian widows were usually allowed to remaas,
was the case with IStar-lamasaccording to her testament AKT 1 120 and, fotanse, Sadberk no. 28.
In the testament ICK 1 12b, the passage concethaghare of the widow is partly broken (I. 15-M\/e
may restore the passage thus: “the house of Kaffigs to Lamassmy wife”.* Untypically, it does not
mention any older son taking care of the widow.

References to a woman of secondary staaugym) are rare in the context of the estate. The only
testament where first and secondary wives are omadi is kt c/k 1301+. The result, however, is

33. See Westbrook (2001, 380). Cf. Kammerer (1994), Beckman (1996, 60), Huedarer (1983, 27) and Westbrook
(2003b, 681).

34. This, however, does not seem to mean that shel cmdide upon her share in the event of her owthd&dere she to
remarry, she would have to relinquish her sharetégt no. 2:1824 in Huehnergard 1983, 189). Thus, the inheritance stays in
the possession of the clan.

35.ICK 1 12b:@® [bé-tum Fa Ka-ni-i8 @® [8a La-misi a-Si-ti-a Von Soden (1975, 213) assumed that tablets with
outstanding credit were instead given to the widiomanalogy to the passage of +13, where other tablets are divided between
the children. While this interpretation remains gibke, the testament already stated that any tatitét credit in ASSur or
Anatolia belonged to the children (I.-118). In addition, all other Old Assyrian testamethésail the fate of the houses and allow
the widow to live in it.
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interesting. The testator Su-I3tar has to dividedsitate into two parts: a household in AS3ur ffitst
wife Sat-ilT and a household in Anatolia for his secondarylladée, named Zimikuna. The division also
concerned the sons of the two women, as they alldvshare the estate of their respective mothes. It
also interesting to note that, while arrangemergsm@ade for the care of the Assyrian wife (see apdv
is stated that the secondary wife is only to rez@ihouse and two servants. How she will be provide
is not mentioned at all. This leaves us with thesfjon about whether all these sons would shatken
remaining capital of their father's estate, regesdlof their mother. The answer is probably yeshas
estate mentions that the eldest son has to pay ¢aemone mina of silver if available, after theamts
are settled. Again, we may draw some parallels thghCodex Hammurapi (CH § 167), which states that
sons will share the downgériktun) of their own mother, yet will commonly divide whig left of the
estate.

Veenhof (2012, 175-77) stated that women also restaments, as they possessed private property.
However, this seems only to have been the case thieemusband died first; otherwise, we may expkct a
her property and obligations to transfer autom#yid@ her husband. We may also wonder whether a
testament would always have been necessary, asmeés to them are very rare. When looking at tle w
of Agua (kt o/k 19c), we find the widow to be takeare of by her eldest son, while it also appdaas t
upon her own death, her property will transfer® $on caring for her. In line with Middle Assyrikwvs,
we may expect that there were standard rules @division of one’s estate, given that the Old Assy
period should not have been fundamentally differ€he only reason that a woman should make a svill i
when her situation had become more complicated) st it was felt that her late husband’s will or
common social roles did not address these comgitatLet us look at the available evidence. Thig on
known Old Assyrian testament composed by a woma€il 8 179 (kt 91/k 453), was made by IStar-
lamasg an Assyrian woman who, upon the death of her dngiKunilum, married an Anatolian named
Lullu. Despite the tablet still being unpublishetle details about her estate provided elsewhere by
Veenhof (2008b) are sufficient, clearly showingtthar estate transferred to her own children as Ise
expected following the basic rules of Assyrian nitla@ce. It must be said that the actual amoumafey
left behind was very small, especially as coststtierburial still had to be paid: 37 shekels ofesilfor
both her sons and a few shekels of gold and sfitwethe gubabturrpriestess. As to why this woman felt
that she needed a testament, we can only specHlatgver, in line with kt 01/k 325 (see below), we
may expect that her second marriage to an Anatblistband made her enter the local legal atmosphere,
which might have necessitated a testament in dodavoid confusion with native social rules. Thihest
evidence, from the same archive, involves the dioots: of the last will of Lamagtum, the widow of
Elamma, in AKT 8 164 (kt 91/k 421). As Veenhof (20196-98 no. 4), in his edition, already indicated
the woman had obtained some of her possessionggthtoer own enterprises, which explains the size of
her estate and the necessity to dispose of heegyopy means of a testaméhtioreover, some of her
possessions are granted to people who did notd&rav@atural claims on her estate; e.g., one slavesg
given to her niece llina (I. 225).

Women (or wives) are not present in every Middlsykgn testament. That said, in KAJ 9, Nasiqtu,
the wife of the testatosgtriya, is the main benefactor, although the damagedages prevent us from
determining what exactly was allotted to her. krappears that the widow inherited the compldiess

36. Veenhof (2012, 17677), in his discussion of women’s ability to makwid, listed a few instances where the assets of a
woman’s estate are mentioned, generally indicasetth@varkutum e.g.,warkat awlatem*“the inheritance of the ladies” in TC 2
40:36. However, as he himself admitted, this innay refers to an actual testament. One may al&v tefthe attestations kt c/k
1301+:24, 34. These deal with the estate of thewsdof Su-I5tar.
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which was only to be given to their son Naladip upon her death; there is no reference to athilren.

In MARV 8 47, the wife (IStar-mugpiSat) receives what appears to be the entirethegstate from the
testator (llSu-itBu). A broken passage (I.-39) seems to equally divide her property betweeh e& her
sons. We can again compare these practices witlCdldex Hammurapi, which states that a widow, as
long as she was the main wife, could live in thedsoof her husband, while the house and her iderit
property would be passed onto her own childrerrethe keeping the property in the family (CH 8§ 171,
177). If our reconstruction of these two testaméntorrect, the estate of the decegsaterfamiliasnow
passed directly to the widow. However, it must ddeal that such an allotment of thaterfamilias’estate
was only a temporary affair, given that, under airgumstance, the property would be given to her
husband’s children regardless of whether she rémdaor not’ Other Middle Assyrian testaments open
the possibility that there could be more than as Will (cf. § 5.4). It is, therefore, plausibleat there
was another testament, which allotted a part oestate directly to the sons. This idea is reirddrioy the
fact that the testaments KAJ 8 and TR 105 do rabtidle any mention of a widow.

7.The complicated case of the Tablette Thierry testadm

A reconstruction of the division of the estateTimierry is difficult to make, given that the passages
that inform us of the family ties are partly brok@ilme main issue revolves around the connecticihef
woman $t-Adad to the testator Adadubi. Due to the lack of any reference to them, iagssumed that
Adad-tani was without children. There seems to be two dasierpretations. In his original edition,
Garelli (1966, 131-38) suggested that-8dad was the wife of Adadabi and that she was to share, with
her two brothers, mother and sister-in-law, thatesof her late husband. Meanwhile, Wilcke (197082
6) tried to reconstruct the family ties in a waywhich all heirs are related to the testator. Adowg to
this reconstruction, #-Adad was Adad-ini’s sister from another mother, while the brother® share in
the inheritance were her stepbrothers from Adam< mother. This interpretation has since been
accepted by further studi#sln my opinion, the main weakness of the secon@nstruction is the
designation of Adadami’'s own brothers aser (that is Sat-Adad’s) brothers. The other publiskid
Assyrian testaments refer to the family ties in filh& person, i.e., from the point of view of ttestator
and not of the (main) heir. It should also be paEgnbut that there is no reason for Adadilio provide for
his sisters?® Any sister dedicated to a god would be taken o&ie line with the rules of the testament of
her father, not her brother. Likewise, a marriestesi would be taken care of by her new farfflly.

37. Note that the known details from the unpublishestament of the woman known as Lamaha® in AKT 8 164 (kt 91/k
421) suggest that her estate was to be distridbgédeen her children. No mention of a new husbanaade (Veenhof 1997,
137-38).

38. For example, Veenhof (1997, 13®), cf. Michel (2000, 2), Hengstl (2008, 255 ndaj cf. Albayrak (2001, 145).

39.In this aspect, | also disagree with Garelli, vithentifies the heiresses, indicatedaaglatum (I. 31, 39), as 8-Adad and
another sister. This unnamed sister is mentionedl ttmes (I. 17, 19), although not in the contexttiké division of the
inheritance. A pluradzhuatum“sisters” is found in broken context in |. 44.

40. Cf. the Biblical passage in Numbers 36, which diseasthe division of the estate of Zelophehad betwas five
daughters. The account explicitly states that itasdesirable for a daughter to take a share ofdtker’s estate, given that, upon
her death, the property would pass to the tribeesfhusband. To solve this problem, such a daughaeried someone from her
own tribe. In analogy to this Biblical passage, weyrassume that it was similarly undesirable fostesto receive a share of her
brothers’ estate.
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Moreover, this reconstruction requires both Adadiand $it-Adad to have been unmarri€drollowing
Wilcke’s interpretation, the mother of AdadHi's stepsister would receive a full share in thieeritance
of his estate, despite having no direct familytiefato the testatc¥: Additionally, her two brothers would
have paid five minas of silver in interest, whicbuld approximately equate to 90 shekels annuaéig (s
Veenhof 1997, 140). It is, therefore, not unreabt;ao accept Garelli’'s original interpretation {fwi
minor changes), which suggests that the estatedatiAani was used to provide for his widow and her
mother. As to her brothers taking a share of theritance of their brother-in-law, his inheritareuld
be expected to go directly to his wife if we accéjpat Adad-Bni did not have any direct male
descendants. None of the Old Assyrian texts speks wife fully inheriting the estate of her late
husband, given that there are usually childrerhtresthe estate with. It is possible that it waglly not
allowed for a full estate to transfer to a singdér hif this assumption is correct, we understainy vdad-
bani’s stepbrothers inherit, but also why his mothmelaw takes a full share; in this way, the shafris
widow effectively doubled as she was living in trmuse of her mothét.

7.1.The gubabtum-priestess

As already stated, a married daughter forfeited rigdnt to share in the estate of her parents.
However, a notable exception concerns the daughbtsikated to the service of a deity, who would not
marry. Following the Codex Lipit-IStar (8 22), ansecrated daughter shall be regarded as havinguah e
share with her brothers. In the Codex Hammurapi @HH78ff), it is further stated that, following the
death of the consecrated priestess, her inheritsimaee returns to her brothers, thereby ensuriagthie
assets of the estate remain in the family. In thitdpe archives, a consecrated priestess is kngviheb
word gubabtum while some famous traders are known to have déegtictheir daughters to the service of
a deity, e.g., Aaha, the daughter ofd8ulen (cf. Veenhof 2008a, 104). As such, we find in tigtament
ICK 1 12b Ahatum that agubabturpriestess was provided for with credit in addittorher normal share,
as well as received meat rations from her brothdrsn they made offerings. In addition, the testamen
AKT 8 179 (kt 91/k 453) indicates a share fam&t-I5tar, agubabturrpriestess and daughter of the
testator IStar-lamaséVeenhof 2008b, 109-1d§.Unfortunately, none of the other published Old ykiss
testaments mentionsgababtumpriestess. Nonetheless, we can further confirnstizge allocation of the
gubabturrpriestess regarding the estate with referenceddedstimony kt m/k 69:338, 76-78 (Hecker
2004), where two brothers in conflict mention theister, agubabturpriestess, taking part in the
settlement of the estate. The tablet ATHE 24 deits a conflict between the heirs of the latmur-IStar
and RiSu-ken, which involves their two daughters Ab-Salim akigbha, both of whom wergubabtum-
priestesses. In KTK 103 + TC 1 93 (EL 9)gababturpriestess is mentioned as having a normal status

41.This can be deduced from the fact that the esfa$at-Adad goes to her brothers after her death (438 meaning that
it was unlikely that she was expected to bear ohildIf she was married and with children, thetesteould be of little use to her,
since she could not dispose freely of it.

42. This is under the assumption traatiatum (1. 31, 39) refers to #-Adad and her mother, who is mentioned in I. 29. |
agree with this part of the reconstruction agétWith the relevant passagibassu &a u ummasa ekkal'she and her mother will
consume its interest” (1. 28-29), i.e., the mothiegat-Adad is without doubt an heiress.

43. A similar construction is found in the Middle As@n semi-testament/adoption in Snell (1983/4);%6ée

44, The Elamma archive (AKT 8) also has a documetihtighe inheritance of his widow Lamassm, AKT 8 164 (kt 91/k
421), edited in Veenhof (2012, 1988 no. 4). This document also mentions some ofidew’s property going to her daughter,
agubabturapriestess (written NIN.DINGIR).
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with regard to the estate in a similar fashion #tated in ATHE 24> Whether thegubabturrpriestess
could freely dispose of her share in the inhergame not clear from these references. The Codex
Hammurapi (CH 8§ 178-179) mentions that this wasibbs, as long as it was clearly stated by herefath
in his testament. Note that, in the Old Babylordacument CT 45 25, the brothers afadiStumpriestess
inherit her estate upon her early death (Stol 1997)

Another interesting case is the court record kkk(@25 (Albayrak 2004) from the Ib period. It
discusses the settlement of the estate of SalirarABSt to be confused with his namesake from tKa@ A
6 archive. His daughter Ziki, gubabtumpriestess, would be allowed to live in the housdeffather in
KaniS. In addition, her brother would give her areemal textile {ubatum) and aSitrum-textile every year
for the period of three years (I. 36-43), after ethshe would be provided with 20 shekels of sifvem
each of the three brothers on an annual Ba8s. far, there are no noticeable differences wétiard to
the earlier discussed settlements. What is rembrkabhat Ziki cannot own the house; it was assijby
the local ruler of Kanis tBlamala, the husband Hiarsumelka, who was another daughter of Salim-A33ur.
To avoid maltreatment, she was allowed to live viidr brothers and would be given certain property,
such as jewellery, slaves and divine statues, fitoeenhouse. It is entirely possible that, in realityis
meant that she was free to choose. Albayrak (1dgested that the house was givell#onala because of
debts owed by Salim-A33ur. However, it is worth rbeain mind thatHamala was his son-in-law.
Moreover, if Albayrak's statement were to be carrebere would be no obligation to care for Ziki.
Rather, the fact that we are dealing with a mixedyho-Anatolian family, with the daughtdar&melka
and her husband carrying native names, suggedtsvéhhave entered into the rather obscure Anatolian
legal system, which may also explain the intenantf the local ruler. Apparently, the daughter and-
in-law were entitled to the most important propesfythe estate, the parental house; as a reseit,ithd
to take care of Ziki, thgubabturrpriestess, in the same way that, where the etdesbften inherited the
rights of the house, he had to take care of hiowatl mother in return. | would, therefore, cargfydut
forward the possibility that, in the Anatolian légeystem, daughters could not only inherit, despite
marriage, but could also take up the legal positibine first borri’

7.2.Consecrated sons in Middle Assyrian texts

Similar to thegubabtumpriestess, there are some references in Middleriassyo the inheritance
share of consecrated sons. In KAJ 179, a fatheicaledl his son to the service of Adad. At the
consecration, the son was given a considerable mtnadyproperty: a 1tku field, a copper cauldron and a
table pas3ury, which were presumably necessary to enable thetsgrovide for himself® The boy
continued to share in the inheritance alongsidebtoshers, similar to thgubabtumpriestess in the Old
Assyrian period (cf. Schwemer 2001, 579). The kXM 10 25 deals with another dedication of a son to

45. There are undoubtedly many more examples, ediyeamong thenew texts. For instance, UmrShara, daughter of
Elamma (AKT 8), is also known to have had a sharthé estate of her father. See AKT 8 175 (kt 9R) in Veenhof (2012,
187-93 no. 3).

46. Dercksen (2014, 99) calculated that this amoursileér is sufficient to cover the primary costsliefng, assuming that
one needed between one and three shekels of silver.

47. While very tentative, we may refer to the pos#ipibf a matrilineal system of royal successiorthia Old Hittite period.
For a summary of the discussion and further litesgtsee Bryce (2005, 88).

48.KAM 10 25 is less specific, but mentions at l¢zaf a mina of silver at the dedication, in additto further gifts that the
father would gather for his son over the yeardd&i@re mentioned, but not specified).
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Adad. The tablet states that the child, being tdest son, would inherit the regular two shares)enthe
other younger sons would only inherit dfie.

7.3.Daughters involved in the inheritance

We are left to discuss the married daughters wkokaown to have taken a share from the estate,
despite our statement that an Assyrian inheritavee ultimately divided between the male offsprifige
Codex Lipit-IStar mentions the following exceptica:daughter who was unmarried at the time of her
father’s death would be given into marriage byltvethers (8 23), i.e., her dowry would be dedudctemh
the estaté’ In effect, this meant that the sons would takehepfinancial responsibilities of their father’s
estate, which included paying for the dowry. Acdogdto Kraus (1969, 15), cases where the daughter
inherited are indeed to be explained in this way.the Middle Assyrian period, we find a testamfenin
Tell Ar-Rimah (TR 105), where it is stated that ASSur-Surgarifthe eldest son) would take two shares as
per his default rights. However, this statemenfoltowed by an expression reconstructed by Wilcke
(1976, 208-11):

u reha[tum Sa ma#sy esuttum u[maduttuni a’zu ki sinrilte 1 [gata ilaggq
“and the rest of his [i.e., ASSur-Sumsuitis] sons, be there little or many, man or womaill, take one share”
(I. 8-10)

This reconstruction is not entirely without probkmas we would expect froaiilu u sinnilty rather
than a’ilu ki sinnilte in line with the preceding compound. Moreovee tise ofki suggests that the
following noun is a simile, which cannot be corrddbnetheless, given that the copy of the tabletois
helpful, we have to accept Wilcke's interpretattogre. If correct, it suggests that both son andllizu
could inherit, regardless of the dowry. This wobkla break with Old Assyrian traditions, althougi n
entirely unexpected as married daughters inhentedntemporary Emar (Beckman 1996, 73). A further
reference to a daughter taking part in the divisibthe inheritance can be found in BM 103395, @kbn
amulet-shaped tablet. It mentions three man andraam and makes reference to their inheritance share
(r. 1: ana zittSuny. The broken contents of the tablet make it imjidego draw firm conclusions about
it, but it is believed to have been an agreemetwdsn siblings regarding the division of an inteerie
(see Panayotov Llop-Radua 2013, 226).

More information follows from the Tell Ar-Righ testament TR 2037, whereikili assigned for his
daughter Takla-3efh a large inheritance comprising a number of sds/aa house, land and additional
property. Aside from the daughter inheriting, itlear from other texts that she was not the ohlidcas
we find reference to two sons ofikilT in another textHabburgru (formerly read aglabur-adal) in TR
3007:6-7 and Niqda-ASSur in . 17-18 (cf. Wisem&68, 176). The tablet cannot have dealt with all of
the estate of Hp-ilT, as his sons no doubt would have taken their dvemes Therefore, we may assume
that the house she received was not the only hibaséer father ownetl.Saggs (1968, 163) categorized
the text as “a disposal of property (inheritancalawry)”. If we assume that the table assigns aadile
dowry, it is unlikely that it was recorded upon tharriage of Takla-Seity as no mention of her husband

49. An edition of the text, which deals with the corrsgion of Etha-Adad, the son of Sar-Adad, can be found in deldid
(2016, 231-32). Read-3a-ab-8u-tkni> I-ri-ib —%IM in |. 14. A reinterpreted translation of |. 148-bn the estate of Sar-Adad is
as follows: “Efba-Adad, the eldest son, will take two shares &aig) prothers, the (other) sons, are equal in $hare

50. The same arrangement is known to be the casenfoauied sons in Old Babylonian law (CH § 166), mgkinvery
likely that the situation was not different in & Assyrian period.

51.The text mentions the house as (originally) belloggo A$Sur-fmanni, the son of Kiddin-Assur (I. 11-12).
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was made. Rather, it seems that the dispositiabksties the weight of the dowry in the event that

girl was not married when her father died. Thedsabtates that she would exercise full ownershgy tive
assigned property because, upon her death, it warilgiven to her own childréAThis is confirmed by
Middle Assyrian laws (MAL A § 29), where it is statthat, upon the death of a woman, her dowry would
be given to her children and not returned to herefias family (cf. CH § 162). This case leaves uthwn
important conclusion: a text formulated as a testatrmight have different functions, such as resera
dowry in this particular exampPé.

8. Adoption

In some special cases Assyrians adopted childraithweould not be without consequences for the
division of the inheritance. For this reason, sa@deption contracts function to an extent as testésne
Adopting children and having them share in thetedta/olves something that cannot be expected to be
sociably desirable in the case of complex Old Assyfirms, where investors and creditors alike woul
not allow an outsider to take possession of aneesta such, our material from the Old Assyrianqubis
extremely flimsy, limited to a few texts concerniAgatolian (rather than Assyrian) families (e.gAA1
8, TCL 1 240 and kt 89/k 379). Of these, TCL 1 ZEQ 8) mentions that the adopted son will take a
share in the inheritance upon the death of higfgsirents. In addition, there is a curious teVA9220,
dating from the reign of Samadad 1I/I11.>* This tablet more precisely deals with the manuimissf a
slave by an Assyrian couple. The former slave, hawes legally obliged to serve his former ownéns.
return, he will receive an 1Bu field and an ox after the death of his adoptiveepts.

For the Middle Assyrian period we learn from MAL§\28 that, when a pregnant widow remarries,
her new husband is not legally obliged to leaveaes of the estate to his adopted son. Insteadhifed
remains the heir of his begetter and is entitledhe share of his deceased father, although hetis n
responsible for the debts of his adopter. The sdnadiffers when a child from outside the family i
adopted. In the adoption contract KAJ 1, it isedfahow a father gives his son up for adoption wttzar
man and that this boy will inherit an equal shaithwis younger stepbrothers (Lafont 2003, 540)sTh
suggests that an adopted son could not acquirpa$iéon of the eldest son, even though he maybe t
eldest® In general, the few adoption contracts that eisin the Middle Assyrian period make no
reference to inheritance, such that we might exffedtadopted children would usually inherit franeit
adoptive father. Another text that deals with tissue is the tablet from Tell @i (Syria), published by
Snell (1983/4). The text is difficult to understarmit seems to contain a kind of construction &y th
paterfamiliasto have all family members share equally in histes In order to do so, he adopted his

52. In fact, we can confirm the existence of a magjagjven that her children are attested in othdr AieRimah texts:
Kidin-ASSur (TR 3001:1516, TR 3002:1415) and a broken attestation of Kidin-ASSur and tisthers (TR 115:4), cf.
Postgate (2002, 298). It remains unclear why agngnic, instead of a patronymic, designation i®giv

53. Another example is MARV 5 71, which has the staddzdausePN ina migatiu $mti $a[beti*]3u i8m “PN, by his
voluntary agreement, made the testament of hisd{@)is(l. 2-6). Although the damaged character of the textslt®s a lot of
uncertainties, it seems that the text deals withrtHease of a slave, rather than a last will. daay, on the publication of this
text, described it as\derfigung bezlglich einer Pers@MARYV 5, 14a).

54. Although the archaeological context is missing, tikxts date from the period following the endhaf archives in Kultepe
and, in turn, should originate from Qal’at Sergait® surroundings.

55. If this is correct, the situation would be simitar the Middle Babyloniaridana/Mari region, where, in two adoption
contracts, the adoptee receives twice an inhegtahare; see Podany (2002, 42% text 11) and Yamada (2011). The adoptee
receives one share and the eldest son takes twégefada 2011, 64).
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daughter-in-law, thereby turning her into an hairé#\s such, the text is neither a real adoption @mtr
nor a testament, which means it serves no purpwsthé tablet to be read in the presence of thes hei
following the death of the testator. Nonethelets contents were concealed by putting the tablemin
envelope, which states that the text deals withdoption (naruttu).

9. Division of estates

9.1.Houses and real property

The situation of the division of real estate as péarthe inheritance is a rather complex matter, as
most Old Assyrian merchants owned multiple houseg in ASSur and at least another house abroad.
Many of the Middle Assyrian examples deal with eatlarge estates, which also include multiple hsuse
Cases where there is only one house are arguably complicated, given that some texts deal with the
division of one house or plots or land into smalieits. Nonetheless, some tendencies can be oldserve

9.2.0Id Assyrian

In Old Assyrian society, the inherited house usuathnsferred to the widow and thereafter to the
eldest son, as can be observed in kt o/k 196c,entherwidow is allowed to live in the house in ASdnd
the eldest son receives the house in Kani$, asasddeing entitled to the house in ASSur upon daidof
the widow>’ The unpublished kt k/k 3 testament also has ttiestlson inheriting a house, with the other
children acquiring another house that their faffessessed (Hecker 2004, 284 n23). As primary itdreri
the widow St-Adad received the house in tidierry testament (I. -24), although she seems to have
shared it with her mother (. 7-8). Her brothersuldoreceive the house and divide it between therasel
following her death (I. 38—43). Another examplehe agreement TC 2 73 (EL 10)/TC 3 215 (fragment of
an envelope), where presumably three Anatolianingi] known as LabarSi, Lamassand
SuppiSamnuman, are mentioned as having dividettij the inheritancé® This resulted in Labarsi
leaving the house and losing any further rightlame on the building (cf. Veenhof 1997, 159). Imgeal,
it seems that, in the local Anatolian culture, @sacommon for siblings to share a single housefdi.
is also attested in kt 89/k 369, where four sowme tiogether in one house, while taking care ofrthei
paresgts, as well as any widow, should one of thethers die. A similar arrangement occurs in kk89
370:.

Aside from the last wills, there are numerous texisfirming that the eldest son, as primary heir,
was entitled to the real estate that was not ugedviidow. However, it is somewhat problematichattit
is never explicitly stated whether the son who ixazk the house was actually the eldest son, as Old

56. As it seems, the eldest son Agi-Simeia would ta@ shares. As a result, the testator has, in iaddio his adopted son
Anani-Sarri, adopted the latter's wife and granted an equal share of the estate, such that, écteffoth sons would inherit
equally. We may compare this construction with @ié Assyrian adoption contract AAA 1 8 (EL 7), whewo people adopted
their daughter-in-law, making her part of the fanahd an heiress. As indicated by Jensen (199W)lasitexts are known from
the Old Babylonian period and Nuzi. However, in thes-called “marriage adoption” contracts, moneyaasferred along with
the adoption, leading to the suggestion that adoptias a way to make money from women. In caseshimg the so-calleéna
kall(at)ati marriage adoption contracts from Nuzi, the adoptakes no money as he presumably marries thef§jid one of his
sons; see Fincke (2012).

57. The testament BIN 6 222 also seems to have granéedouse to the widow, although the passage islanmaged to be
certain here; cf. Veenhof (1997, 141). Accordinghte CH § 171, a widow was allowed to live in theib® of her husband after
the latter’s death, but was not allowed to sdikeitause she did not possess full ownership.

58. Note that Lamagss an Assyrian name.

59. Both texts are published in Donbaz (1993).
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Assyrian does not seem to use the taptum“eldest son/heir”. For instance, in the withesagteement
KTK 103 + TC 1 93 (EL 9), ASSur-rabi, son of Agutapk possession of his father's house in Kanis$ in
line with the testament agreed with his siblingke Tetter | 705 is another case where the eldeshér
states his right to one of the family’s housesK@mis), according to the testament. In the ratharéesting
division of an inheritance in AKT 8 297 (kt 91/k B8 two brothers, after the death of their fatlzgree
that the presumably eldest brother takes the hiousanis along with its furnitureuguptun). The value of
the house is not included in the further divisidnttee inheritance. However, the debts, expenses and
further burial costs for the mother are also hispomsibility (Veenhof 1997, 141-42). We already
discussed the court record kt 01/k 325b, wheresiplysin line with Anatolian social rights, the deist)
daughter and husband receive the house in Kani&ddition, it is mentioned that another small house
outside the settlement was owned by the sons €3@®5 In TMH 1 22a:40, it is stated that Suatiya,
son of Puzur-ASSur, receives the house in ASSpaeof his share in the inheritance (cf. Hertel2®246
n805). Larsen assumed that the house of ASSwav@tim in Kanis§ was inherited (Larsen 2010, 8). This
assumption is strengthened by the passive roles8uiAizl-awatim in AKT 6a, as he had a high-level
function in the city of A3Sur where he probablyelilf°

10. Late Old Assyrian and Middle Assyrian

Before we proceed to the Middle Assyrian periodsitvorth mentioning here the three late Old
Assyrian texts, which were found in the M 9 arch{¥ess. 14446), of which the majority of texts date
from the period of Bba-Adad I/A8Sur-uballil (14" century). These documents were saved by later
generations because they concern the sale of sio#dl of land for the building of houses, which miea
they were deemed important in order to prove owrpri$ so required one day. The first two documents
(MAH 15962 and Izmir 1439) deal with a plot of langhich stems from the inheritance from a certain
Galzi®* Both texts deal with the selling of the land bffatient parties, with Samas-takl, son of Urad-
Seiia, acting in both texts as the buyer.

MAH 15692: about 36fr,1 inheritance share of Apapa, son of Iddin-A3sddin-AsSur (the eldest
son) and Msi-il ani, sons of Samas-mels

Iz[nir 1439: about 18 frinheritance share of Kuleis, Mar-Samas and Urad-Samas, sons of Dada;
Urad-Sedia and Madd, sons of May&.

If the auctioning parties were selling all of thefrare in the real estate of Galzi, it is cleat tha
division was not equal: about 12 er person in the first text and 3.6 per person in the second (cf.
Veenhof 2011, 219-20). In the related text KAM 1Grttm the same archive, there is only one person i

60. The house, therefore, was used for other purp&s@sinstance, it is stated that his brother, Iealim, was using the
house at the time of his death (AKT 6a 40). In haotext, Su-Kibum, son of AsSurd-awatim, is representing his father in
Kanis in relation to the money that Iddin-abum owéd (AKT 6a 46).

61. For an edition of both texts, see Gelb — Sollbed857) and Donbaz (2001), respectively. Note that mention of
(empty) ground in Kani$, in the context of the irtaace, is also mentioned in the Old Assyrianaesnt kt c/k 1301:2&7:
about 360 rhof land in A33ur in AKT 8 1:45 (kt 91/k 347) and about 108 mf land in A3Sur in AKT 8 175.
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the selling party who received about 36aficleared ground from his inheritance, although not stated
from which estaté&?

For the Middle Assyrian period, we have an inténgstecord (AfO 20, 122) of the division of the
real estate in an inheritance into four parts, bicl two are combined for the eldest son as peridigs
in MAL B (see 8 3). We may summarize the shardslésns:

1. Two shares: central buildingjgbal k°te), with a storehousei(rSu) beneath the staircase; upper
stores and walls are included.

2. One share: a storehouse and stafalbgstu); upper stores and walls are included.

3. One share: the old house with its upper store,tgant tarbasu) and stablesa(bis]|atu) in front
(of the old house).

Note that the walls are mentioned explicitly, asides in the crowded city of ASSur would share
walls with their neighbours, yet were rebuilt matiyes during the history of the settlement. The
inclusion of the walls shows that the owner of ph& had every right to rebuild to suit his own deeA
complete allotment of houses is found in a humbestber documents. In the testament TR 2037, the
testator grants his daughter Takér&t the house of ASSufmnanni, an otherwise unknown individual
who is probably not related to the family. The hows thepaterfamiliasmust have been given to the
eldest son or another son, who, as we discussaa abmst have been recorded in separate stiputation
This is not the only case where the house of ariger’ is mentioned in this context; indeed, we may
refer to the division of inheritance in KAJ 10. Bid of the settlement are not clear because of the
confusing family ties, which are not fully explatheThere seem to be two announcements in the texts.
Firstly, Parpariyu and his brothers, sons of Amurrasin, divided the estate of their fath&rSecondly, it
is stated that the house of Adad-Sar is the irdnesé share for Eotayu and the sons of Kuiibu. While
we are in the unique situation of knowing aboutriétlated testament of Amurrigir (KAJ 8), this is not
particularly helpful as the relevant lines where tvision is stated in detail is too damaged, atiile
house of Adad-3ar does not seem to have been medtad all. Possibly, then, both statements in K&J
were unrelated:

10.1.Slaves

In the Old Assyrian period, there were basically thnown types of slave: debt and chaftel.
However, ownership of either category could bedfamed despite the fact that chattel slaves Hedd t
right of redemption. As a result, slaves featuegj@iently in the division of the estate upon inlaece. For
instance, in the letter | 705, which we discussore detail (8 7.4), the eldest son mentionsstitarum-
slaves as being part of his shiftélis brother, nonetheless, has takeraariummaid from these slaves,

62. The size of the plots sold in these three textgery small. In comparison, the father of Elamm#&TA8) is known to
have left behind a house plot of 366, IBee AKT 8 1 (kt 91/k 347) in Veenhof (2012, 179-80. 2). For an edition of KAM 10
1, see de Ridder (2013).

63. There are three additional texts that deal withesof the main characters in the division of thates Most notable is the
contract MARV 1 37, where Amurruip takes someone into his home; see Postgate (23795). Parpagsiyu (and his
brothers) are mentioned in the loan KAM 10 16:An8l the receipt KAM 10 27:6. A reconstructed fantiBe interpretation can
be found in Saporetti (1982, 31).

64. In addition, Middle Assyrian contracts regardirig tsale of land mention that the real estate sad part of the
inheritance share of the selleit{u), e.g., KAJ 151:8, KAJ 153:5 etc.

65. For a recent discussion of Old Assyrian slavegg, Isarsen (2017) and de Ridder (2017; forthcoming).

66. The noursubrumis believed to have been used as a collective fausiaves; see de Ridder (2017,-50).
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resulting in conflict. As for the testaments thelmssg, Thierry mentionssubrumslaves as being part of
multiple estates: the estate of the mother of Adad; the testator (I. 12); (the value oforevious
subrumslaves (I. 20); and thseubrumslavesfrom the inheritance share ofitSAdad and her mother (I.
41). Finally, it is mentioned that the value of firice of sale for one maidufitun) from Kanis would be
given to Gt-Adad (I. 49). The testament kt o/k 196¢ only esathat (the value of) the slaves and maids
should be equally divided between the heirs. A Isimieference to the division of slaves and maids,
according to the testament, is given in the agree¢mBIH 1 22a:28-32, although the text is uniquétsn
reference to the sexual exploitation of the maiggshe heirs. In general, slaves seem to come \uigh t
house in which they were working: kt 01/k 2001 nem that thegubabturrpriestess will take one of the
three slavess@iarum) and a maidgmtun) from the house, if she chooses to leave it {1323. In none of
the previously mentioned attestations do we firelnmes of the slaves recorded. We may assume that,
in the context of the estate, slaves were regaadedssets, rather than individual people. As stieh,
testament kt c/k 1301 assigns the house in ASStiretavidow and eldest son, which includes slaves an
furniture, while adding that nothing is to be taken®’

In the Middle Assyrian period, the division of tastates concerned the allocation of a large number
of slaves and servants. For instance, in TR 208MARYV 8 47, the first item to be allocated concean
number of maids; eight names are mentioned in T3 ZMothers and daughters), while four maids and a
(male) farmer are mentioned in MARV 8 47. As foe tierminology, the maid Umzia (MARV 8 47:8) is
indicated by the termmmzafru, which is generally used to indicate a home-boarged slave or animal
(see Deller 1990; Richter 2012, 491b). The memtigrif slaves and servants by their names is agstron
break with the Old Assyrian testament. However,téxt MARV 1 6 deals with the large nhumber of 999
Siluklu-people divided between three sons of Sarhasiddina®® Of this large number of men, three
groups of people are mentioned in relation to tieres of the inheritanceiftu): 426 for IStar-as, 230 for
Qibi-A8Sur and 150 for Ubru (Postgate 2013, 21n397).

10.2.Debts and other obligations

One of the main features of the division of anyatests the transfer of obligations of the deceabed.
the case of the Assyrian estates, we can cleavigalbetween the heirs who inherited those oblyesti
and those who did not. None of the women featunetkstaments is given any responsibility over the
debts or other obligations; this always fell to ttmale inheritors (see Michel 2002, 31-33). This is
explained by the fact that the testaments soughprétect single women (i.e., the widow and any
unmarried daughters), meaning that the resportgilstime down to the sof$This included th& hierry
testament where the brothers of the widow and thainbear responsibility for the debts (I. 50-50he
testament ICK 1 12b briefly states that all sonareshn the debts. The same statement is foundein th
division of the inheritance in AKT 8 297 (kt 91/B®). Even in a testament such as kt o/k 196c, ¢tesd
are implied by the fact that the testator presutihasonly the sons divide the credits that are TE¥IH 1
22a deals with three sons of Puzur-ASSur, sonafHlgti-ASSur, who is said to have divided dehida

67. In the same passage, a name of a slave may gdugatiiven aku-ta-a-al. 5. Alternatively, this is an unclear nominal
form.

68. For a discussion of the Hurrian tesituslu, which seems to refer to a class of dependenulaos, see Postgate 2013,
19-20; cf. Richter 2012, 378.

69. As the Middle Assyrian laws show us, women in gah@ossessed a limited and isolated legal respiitgi For
instance, in MAL A § 2, it is stated that a womahonspeaks blasphemously is prosecuted, yet there ginishment for other
family members. See Westbrook (1991, 124).
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credit in accordance with their father’s testaniétdrtel 2013, 302). In the aforementioned unusaialiet

kt 01/k 325b, the son-in-laiamala receives the paternal house, which makegplsirfactathe heir. It is
also mentioned that he is not responsible for anhér debts of his father-in-law Salim-Assur (L-54).
The only Middle Assyrian testament that has a dawrs debts is MARV 8 47, which states that the sons
have to share in them equally. This again exenfigtsvidow, similar to the Old Assyrian testaments.

10.3.Furniture

The Old Assyrian texts concerning the divisiontwd estates usually refer to the content of thedous
with the nounutuptum e.g.,Thierry:11, 40 and kt c/k 1301+:6. In the division of fheaeritance AKT 8
297:7-8 (kt 91/k 389), a house amglptumare mentioned as a share of the inheritanceidrctintext, we
should discuss the odd text | 705, which, accortirilpe editors, is a continuation of a letter #retefore
lacks the introduction lines. Two unidentified trets quarrel about part of the inheritance thamset®
be close to the “household silver and tablewartd$ summarized as furniture in the lettatuptun). The
heir in question claims that the following items @art of his share following the testament ofrtfegther:

a gabktum-container, tablesp@ssur), forks (mazlugr), knives Sugarria’ %), cups $analatum) and skins
(masla).”® It seems that the author of the letter is the arinheir, as he gives the impression that he will
come to his house in Kani$ to inspect whether therdtems are still there, i.e., he refers tohbase of
the deceased as his own (inherited) house andhitharother has taken parts of his share that etrdin

to take’* This text is rather typical of documents dealinghwthe inventory of an estate. There are
numerous other passages that contain lists of empdirts of the inventory of the estate, often with
recurring terminology?

In a Middle Assyrian division of real estate (Af@,2122), the eldest son receives the part of the
house with thdissikutty which has been suggested as referring to statoktse family god(s) (Weidner
1963, 122). Although references to gods in theedraf the inheritance are otherwise rare, a (stafua)
god made of gold is mentioned in the Old Assyrext kt 01/k 325b:23 as being granted togheabtum
priestess as part of her inheritance share. Inrgenge may safely assume that statues of godshsimp
were considered as part of the furniture and otbetents of the house, which is confirmed in themesa
text. In cases where the priestess would leaveulsecaf maltreatment, it was said that she could th&
statue with her. However, there are no instructiomscerning the gods when she decided to stayein th
house; the statue would simply remain in pl&®maller parts of the inheritance, which are refeee in
a few texts concerning the testament and may béhwepeating here, include jewelle§ukuttuny for
the gubabtumin kt 01/k 325b:24 and a se&upukkun for one of the sons in ICK 1 12b:33 (also in AKT
8 179).

70. The mazlugumandsSugarriz’'um were made of copper (or other metal) and therefahgable; see Dercksen (1996). The
fact thatmasla “skins” are mentioned in this list suggests thather than merchandise or raw material, somettiagwas used
in the house is being referred to, such as skimglgut on the floor.

71. The author mentions twairum-extiles (cf. Michel = Veenhof 2010, 2445) and five minas of metal scrajpufz’'um)
being left to his brother, which were probably $tiere of the household effects.

72.For example, AKT 8 1 (kt 91/k 347), AKT 8 164 &t/k 421), kt m/k 69:1527 and kt 89/k 369:232.

73. Another reference can be found in kt m/k 69:18ckée 2004), where a personal deity containing bivd of a shekel (of
gold) is mentioned as part of the inventory of fhuily estate. As Hecker suggested, this was pigkab amulet. Cf. Dercksen
(2015, 48).
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12. Continuity and discontinuity

The Assyrian tradition of writing testaments con@s from the Old Assyrian period well into the
Middle Assyrian period, while maintaining its bagignciples in providing for the widow and conseerh
children, as well as dividing other property betwene sons. Some apparent changes are not as
fundamental as they appear; while the Middle Assysources usually speak of two shares for theselde
son, it is clear that, even in the Old Assyrianigubrthe eldest son received certain benefits dingrhis
share by taking care of the widow. In this aspidet,double share is first mentioned in the testarkiecrk
1301. These practices also stand in relation todteand developments during the Late Bronze Age
period, with the double share of the inheritancetfi@ eldest son also attested in places such as Nu
Ugarit and Emar, while having all but disappearethe Neo-Assyrian era. At the same time, the cempl
situation regarding the division of the inheritanicerelation to the demand from the testator @ teare
of the surviving wife and (unmarried) daughtergated the necessity of making multiple testaments:
testament for the sons and one or more which pesvidr the female inheritors (e.g., MARYV 8 47). &s
Middle Assyrian innovation, texts formulated astdesents may have different functions related to the
property of an estate, such as the assignmentddway to a daughter (TR 2037). As for the actual
property being divided within testaments, it isacl¢hat, in the Old Assyrian period, merchants gua
possessed multiple houses: one in ASSur and omeie in Anatolia. These could be divided betwees on
or two surviving widows and sons. It could, therefdbe the case that the widow received the hause i
ASSur, while a son (kt k/k 3) or secondary wife ¢kt 1301) received the house in Anatolia. Thigatibn
had changed by the time of the Middle Assyriangekrivhen a family needed only one house in the city
which could be divided into smaller units among tliféerent sons as part of their inheritance (Af@ 2
122). Alternatively, more wealthy families could & number of other houses, apparently inhabited by
others, which could be assigned to family membestiestament (KAJ 10; TR 2037).
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14. Appendix

Tablette Thierry (Garelli 1966, RA 60, 131-38)

YM—b[a-ni Si-im-ti a-&i-ti-5{
i-§i-ma jé-ti-8(

§a a-bi-i{ni] ]
8a Sa-at’I[M a-3i-ti

a-hu-3ai-3a(?) ]

Su-ma mi-ma x| ]

ta-la-ak is-fé-ni-ig

U-3a-ba9 MA.N[A KU.BABBAR]
Sa Da-da-aDUMU [ ]
ha-bu-la-ni lu tup-pu-um

lu KU.BABBAR lu si-pa-ru lu Gg-up-tum

lu sG-ub-ru-um ga-ti

[S§]la wa-ar-ka-at um-mi-ni
ik-Su-di-ni lu si-pa-ri pa-ni-a-tim
Sa a-na-ku e-zi-bu

lu si-pa-ri Sa is-ti A-ni-na
as-u-mu-ma a-na aa-ti-a
e-zi-bu lu guys-si-na-t{m|

ga-ti Sa aga-ti tal-ta-dé-(j

lu sU-ub-ra-am pa-ni-tam

lu i-na KU.BABBAR 3a Da-da-a
lu i-na Sa um-mi-ni

lu i-na gunrgesi-na-film

ga-ti i-mi-ma a-nim
i-sU-hu-pi-im a#u-Sa
e-ki-mu-Si-ma i-Si-tim

5 MA.NA KU.BABBAR a-si-ib-tim
i-na-di-G-masi-ba-su Si-it

U um-ma-Sa e-ka-la

i-mi-ma] a-[n]i[m §a e-zi-bu

2 ga-ti-in a-wi-la-tum
i-la-gé-<a> is-ti-it ga-tam
Su—A-nim i-la-qé is-ti-it

ga-tdam En-um-A-Sur i-la-qé

i-na 5 MA.NA KU.BABBAR 3a asi-ib-tim

i-na-di-G3 MA.NA KU.BABBAR

Su—-A-nim i-la-qg@ MA.NA KU.BABBAR

En-um—A-Sur i-la-qé wa-ar-ka-at
a-wi-la-tim E*™ lu KU.BABBAR

lu si-pa-ru lu Gg-up-tum

lu sG-ub-ru-um 3a Su—-A-nim[x x]
$a maau-ur-ti E*[™ ki-mg|

ga-ti-Su En-um—-A-§ui-la-qé a-nd?)]

74.Reading following Veenhof 1994, 140 n151. Followthg latter study, thelitum may refer to the additional share of an

inheritance following the deduction of debts.
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Adad-kani drew up a will for
his wife. [The house]

of our father
is for Sit-Adad [my wife].
Her brothers will [...]
If something [...]
she will go (and) they will live
together’* Nine minas of [silver]
which Dada’a the son of [...]
was indebted to me, be it a tablet
or silver or bronze or furnishing
or slaves — my share
of the inheritance of our mother
has come to me. Be it earlier bronze,
which | left,
or bronze that | bought from
Anina, and that | left
to my sister, or leather bags;
my share, which my sister has taken,
be it the earlier slaves,
or from the silver from Dada’a
or from our mother,
of from the leather bags;
my share, from all this
from the stock, her brothers
will deprive her and from the rest
they will lend out five minas of silver
for interest. She and her
mother will consume (the interest).
From all this that | left behind
the women will take two
parts, Su-Anim will take
one part (and) Ennum-ASSur
will take one part.
From the five mina of silver that they
will borrow for interest, Suknim
will take three minas of silveaind
Ennum-AsSur will take two minas of
silver. The inheritance of the ladid® it
the house, or the furnishing or
the slaves, which Su-Anim x x x
Ennum-ASSur [will take it]
the value of the house, equal to his
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a-hu-a-ti-Su-nux [ ]

i-du-nu| ] 45
ITI 1.KAM [ ]
ma-du[ ]
tax| ]
i-du-nu Si-imGEME $a Ka-ni-i$

$a Sa-at¥IM

a-hu-bu-lim SaZU-EN a-na tup-pi-a
$aGAN™™

ki-la-1a-Su-nu-ma i-zdzJu
e-li-a-t0-8u-nu Sa-lud’
A-la-bu-umDUMU lli s—ba-ni I-K u]-pi-a
DUB.SARU la—qé-ep -4
[§]i-ma-ti-a

50

Kt c/k 1031+1347

Su-18-tar Si-im-ti E"-8u

i-Si-im-ma

E""3a a-linf’

a-ma-tum wa-ar-du

U ku-ta-a-a Sa Bu-zu-ta-a-a 5
U O-tu-up-ti

E"™ mi-ma 0-la

U-si : Su-a-um-ma i-nu-mi
B[u-zu-td-a-a : ni-ka-si

a-n[a] "um'-[mi]- "a'-ni-Su : i-du-nu 10
KU.BABBAR 1 MA.NA ™ a-na
a-he-3u : i-da-an-ma a-na

mi-ma Su-um-8u : U-la

i-tU-ru-8u-um Sa-at-i-li

iS-ti Bu-zu-ta-a-a

tu-Sarab' Su-ma

la i[r-t]a-de-U

3 GU [URU]DU a-na e.
si-ib-Ttim' i-da-ma
si-ba-su : ta-ka-al

a-na Si-ma-at

URUDU™™ (-la tata-hi

i-na Q-ri-im

tu-Sa-ab wa-ar-kal'sa

Sa Bu-zu-ta-a-a

ga-qu-ru Sa Ka-ni-is

%a Bu-za-ta-a-a Suggar
KU.BABBAR ma-la e-zi-bu

15

25

u.c.

20 rev.

shar€”” To their sisters [...]
they will give. [...]

they will give. The price of the maid
is of Sit-Adad

For the debts to Su’en (and) for my
tablets in Anatolia they

both are responsible. Their additional
shares are freely availabife.

Alabum the son of Hbani, Ikuppa

the scribe anda-gep are

the executers of my testament.

Su-I3tar drew up a will

regarding his house.

The house of the city,

the maids, slaves

and Kuiyu belong to Buzata;
also the furniture

of the house, nothing has

gone out, it is his. When

Buzugiya has given his

accounts to his creditors

he will give to his brothers

one mina of silver each.

They will not raise claims

against him. 8-il1

will live

with Buzuiiya. If they

will not have gone to court(?)
than he will lend out

three talents of copper for interest
and she will consume its interest.
She will not claim

the value of the copper;

she will live from (the interest of)
the copper. Her inheritance
belongs to Buzaja;

the land in Kanis

belongs to Buzaya. (From) the
silver of Su-Itar, as much as he left,

75. Unlike the CAD M (p. 176a), | presume that the naazzurtum (Assyrianmakaurturm), as a secondary meaning, refers
to the value of the house rather than the geograptescription “facing, opposite direction”. Thigs the original translation in
Garelli 1966, 135. The replacementaofa with kimaat the end of line 42 follows Wilcke 1976, 207 n3ée also Albayrak 2011,
145.

76.See Dercksen 1999, 88 n11; Veenhof 2012, 183.
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TESTAMENTS AND DIVISION OF THE ASSYRIAN STATES IN TH SECOND MILLENNIUM BC

Bu-zu-ta-a-a2>"-3u
i-zu-a-az ahu-Su
ga-su-nu : is-té-tum-ma
E"™am-tum

IR%M&a Zi-mi-izhu-na
Sa am-ti-a wa-ar-ka-sa
Sa SU-egna-wi-ir
En-nam-A-Sur U
A-§ur-DU10

IGlI Am-ri-a

IGI E-la-li IGI A-Sur-ma-lik
IGI Si-lu-lu

MARYV 847 (VAT 19873)
M21SIB DINGIR-3u-7-di-3u
(EMPTY SPACB
"DINGIR-8u—i-di-Su

DUMU EN-SUM-MU™>

DUMU A-4u-SIGs

i+na mi-ig-rat ra-me-ni-Su
Si-im-ti E-u i-i-im-ma

LT ukul-ti-% &-tar—8a-""Ni-nu-a
t)5.tar—a-lak DUMU.MUNUS-sa
'Um-zi-ia $aKIN um-za-arju

"1 8s-tar—ki—um-me-ia Lu-la-i-tu
"SU-DINGIR "“9*ENGAR

2 GUD.AB MU.4™*SIG;

50 se-na re-mu’sa -mua-tu

1 UTUL ZABAR GIS”.SE %"
10 MA.NA a-na[KI.LA]

2 9°BAN[SUR (?)]

10 x[...]

1[..]

X [X] si-parx[...]

[mi-ijm-ma ar[ni-a "DINGIR-3u—i-di-3()
a-na" r[184-t4] r-mull -[te-pi-3al
DAM "-8uDUMU.MUNUS x [...]
DUMU la-a-ki-ia it-t[i-din]
sa-ri-i% i-ra-g[u-uni
a-na"“ISg-tar-mul-te-pi-3at
DUMU ™ *"DINGIR-8u—i-di-3u
ma-du-tu la esi-tu-tu

i+na UGU la i-ma-li-ku

30

10

15

rev.

20

25

Buzugya will divide (for himself)
two shares. His brothers
their part is one (share).

A house, maid and
servant belongs to Zintimna,
who is my concubine. Her estate
belongs to Suen-nawir,
Ennam-ASSur
and ASSurab.

Witnessed by Aria,
E&lT, ASSur-malik
andsilalu.

Seal of lISu-itBu

lISu-idisu

the son of Bl-nadin-Sunt

the son of Au-da’eq

by his voluntary agreement drew up
a will regarding his house.
Tukult-18tar-Sa-Nim'a,

IStar-alak her daughter,

Umzia the female worker (slave),
IStar-k-ummiya the Lulaite woman,
Etb-ilT the farmer,

two good cows of 4 years,

50 assorted bulls of the flock,

one bronze bowl for(?) sesame(?)
10 minas in weight,

two tables,

ten]...],

one [...],

(unclear);

all this [lISu-idSu]

has given to IStar-maftiSat

his wife, the daughter of [PN]

the son of lyaiya.

(When one) maliciously raises a cldim
against IStar-mupisat,

The sons of lI1Su-idu,

many, not few?®

without discussing it through,

77. Despite the fact that the first five signs on tirie are well preserved and seem to indicate stilbjed verbal form, its
actual meaning remains uncertain. Streck suggestb read adverbiaarris ‘maliciously’. This makes good sense sasru
‘false, criminal’ is in fact attested in judicial iftlle Assyrian documents, e.d7, sarraku ‘I am not a criminal’ KAV 201:7. On
the other hand, the reading $5i8s unexpected in a Middle Assyrian administratieeument.

78. The adjectivéw)zsu occurs here as an Assyrian plural mascufingtu, however the spelling is erroneous.
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i+na DUMU™*™DINGIR-8u—i-di-8u from the sons of IISu-idu,

$a de-na U da-ba-b&ub™-tal-‘e-e-ni the one whdodges® a lawsuit or

6° MA.NAT GUSKIN a-na‘l8-t1ar 30 complaint he will weight out six mina of
ga'"“Ni-nu-a ii-a-ar gold to IStar of Nineveh

U fi+na? de-ni-Su i-da-3a and from hiscasé is her wagé®®
$Um-maDUMU ™ | 5-tar—-mul-te-pi-Sat If any sons of IStar-mupiSat come into
it-tab-3i-i-0 a-naDUMU-8a existence (i.e. are born), she will give to
[Sla ha-di-U-tu-U-ni tafda’-an 35 her son, the one that she favours.

[...] X i+na HA.LA E a-bi-8u-nu [...] From the share of their fathers’
[ga-fla mi-it-Au-ru house, they are equal in [portion].
[a-najka-bul-li Sa a-bi-Su-nu [To the debt] of their father

[...]™x" [...] a-ha-i$ e-pu-lu [...] they will answer together (i.e. pay).
["A-bu-TLUGAL™UD.11.KAM 40 Month Abu-3aani, 11" day,

[li-mu] "Su-nu—gar-du [eponymy] Sunu-gard

[IGI x]-"ta” '-mar <DUMU’> IM—SIGs Witnessed by x-tamar son of Adad-da’eq,
[IGI ™*A-§ur—-MU-SUM™ A8sur-suma-iddina

/1G1” “30-*TI.LA DUB.SAR son of x-Sumuggir,

[DUMU %]-MU-le-8ir x-gha-iddina son of I5tagris,

/ DUMU DI.KUD-DINGIR Sin-uballi, the scribe,

[IGI ...]-TSES-SUM™ 45 son of Dani-il1.

DUMU Y&-tar—-KAM

79. In fact, the copy points to the IS, which suggesterbal form froméetl ‘to seek’. This verb is unusual in Middle
Assyrian, only attested in BATSH 18:34. In additidrgoes against the common Middle Assyrian/Babyarsound change /5t/
> [It/. It is probably best to assume a faulty UBiieh allows us to read a perfect from the viealiG ‘to seek’, in analogy with a
very similar passage found in FrankgVilhelm 1985 I. 56.

80. Streck suggested me to red#hiSy, although the signs sholke' -ni-Su. Although the passage remains unclear, the noun
kenuis common in sequendalnisu u kniSu (e.g., KAJ 69:1011) and difficult to explain outside of this contemakingdeniSu
a more preferable reading.
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