On the Ebla Reports Dealing with Mari

L. Viganoé —P.L.B. Roma

[Developing a suggestion brought up by A. Archi few years ago, the author visually put side by side the sec-
tions that deal with the same transaction but are found in different tablets. On one side, he restricted his work on the
texts regarding Mari and Ebla at the times of Ar-Ennum and, subsequently, of the early Ebrium period. On the other
hand, for the sake of clarity and because of the number of the documents involved, the “repeated” sections have been
" organized in three main groups or tables. Surprisingly enough the visual approach of several tablets has provided an
uninterrupted sequence of records that goes from the kingship of Iblu-II at Mari well into the period of Enna-Dagan.

- The problem raised by the *duplicated” sections has not been approached, but a tentative solution could be found in

the different purpose of the individual tablets].

Introduction

From 1981 to 1987, A. Archi' has dedicated five papers in studying the relationship between Ebla
and Mari. In his efforts to shed light on this important subject, he has made available twenty-three of the
twenty-six tablets representing the main body of reports® regarding the two cities.

Even though some texts, like TM 1657 (related to the listed TM 1559) and TM 2011, have been left
out for no apparent reasons, the quoted scholar has also detected another interesting pattern implying that
the same transaction has been recorded more than once in different tablets’ by the scribes at Ebla.

Provided that this feature raises the unanswered question of the reasons behind it, further studies
have indicated that the habit of “duplicating” reports is not restricted to those few mentioned texts but it is
a kind of common practice in the archives under scrutiny.’

1. A. Archi, SEb 4 (1981) 129-166; MARI 4 (1985) 43-51. 53-38. 63-83; 5 (1987} 37-52.
2. A. Archi in MART 4 (1985) 63-83 (espec. pp. 70-74).

3. A. Archi, Archivi Reali di Ebla - Testi (ARET), vol. 7, Roma, 1988, pp. 10, 17, 19
4. M. G. Biga ~ F. Pomponio, JC§ 42 (1990) 179-201 and MARI 7 (1993) 107-128.
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The:aim of't'h.c"p"rcéem paper, then, is to put the “related” pieces side by side and, thus. to visualize
“the séctions they hold in common.

' To my surprise during the assembly work, [ found also that the link between tablets carrying “dupli-
cates” is not limited and goes far beyond the single entry and has the result to tie up quite a number of texts
together. So, in the attempted reconstruction, I was forced to break the material into three groups.

[ will examine a first bundle of documents which revolves around the “duplicates™ brought up by A,
Archi in ARET 7 and which covers the trades occured during the reign of Iblu-1l and gqueen Baba at Mari
but ends with amounts of silver and gold by NI-z/ and Enna-Dagan.

The other two groups of texts will have as a backbone two tablets reporting a series of deliveries (§u
mu-tak,), always related to Mari, focusing on the transition moment between the two just above mentio-
ned Jugal of Mari.

The motive which persuaded me to put these documents visually together primarily has been the fact
that these “duplicates”™ set a secure chronological link between tablets; yet, as a naturad result, they offer
the possibility to rebuild an uninterrupted sequence of records that goes from the kingship of Iblu-II at Mari
well into the period of Enna-Dagan. As a bonus for students of the Ebla material, visualizing the “parallel”
sections will shed further light on the archival system in use at Tell Mardikh.

The first gronp of “duplicates”

The first group of tablets is based on the “common™ sections detected by A. Archi in ARET 7. as
mentioned above. The two leading texts of the present set are TM 1555 and 2392, which seem to go on in
parallel from the beginning until almost the end of the first table.

‘They merely contrast in the way they report the recorded trades: the latter provides their summary
giving the totals only, TM 1553, instead, goes through them describing item by item: furthermore, for the
sections regarding Iblu-T and Baba, it seems to be a carbon copy of TM 2221 which is continued by TM
2H15 or 2009. However after that, TM 1555 ends abruptly adding the gross amount of silver and gold deli-
vered by the lugal (NI-z/), whose name is provided by TM 1299, in a city spelled in four different ways:
f-ra-KUY, drera-KU", ir-KUM, and i-K U™, In the same concise form, TM 2592 concludes its report pro-
viding the general totals.

So, I can state that the two parallel tablets deal mainly with the nig-ba, “gifts™ by Iblu-1l and Baba
delivered in three different cities: Za-la-ga-tom®, A-zi* and Md-NE¥, A fourth delivery in ir-KU-1" is
added contributed by NlI-zi (TM 1299). Note that the Mari elders (ABxAS) are mentioned only with the
delivery in Azu.

At this point, namely at the beginning of NI-zi"s leadership, TM 1299 assumes the main role conti-
nuing the list of nig-ba, providing the details of the transactions and offering the link with the following
tables. Only with TM 1299 Enna-Dagan comes into the picture: he is never called lugal in these texts and
his name is consistently written without the determinative * in front of Dagan’s name.

All the mentioned reports could supposedly be bound and kept together by TM 1953, a general sum-
mary giving the amount of silver and gold presented by the three major leaders at Mart. Note that Iblu-II
only is called lugal of Mari in it

The second group of “parallel” texts

The leading tablet of this bundle of texts is TM 2412+ " several of its sections are “duplicated” in

12, AL Archi, ARET vol 7. Roma, 1988, pp. 1-7,
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ON THE EBLA REPORTS DEALING WITH MARI

TM 1299, 1987, 1657 and 1557, with the unequivocal result that the first and the second group of tablets
will be tied up forming a continuous string of reports.

Unfortunately the beginning of TM 2412+ is broken and causes us to wonder about the amount of
silver and gold that constituted the nfg-ba, “gift” by NI-z/ in his first year, nevertheless it sets the term ante
guen non of the trades reported. Then, the tablet goes on with several other deliveries until the second
column of the reverse; from that point on, the lugal (of Mari) is not mentioned any further and the nig-ba,
“oift” by Enna-'Dagan" and the one by his officers (maSkim) are recorded instead.

A first remark would emphasize that the “gifts™ by Enna-‘Dagan and by his officers match the sil-
ver amount reported in TM 1271, whose colophon reads: d3-du / en-na-*da-gan /lugal / 1 mu: “when Enna-
‘Dagan {was) the lugal, First year” (rv. 7:3-6:3). So, TM 2412+ provides the time post quem non of its
reports also. namely the present tablet covers the period starting from Ni-zi's first year (o Enna-'‘Dagan’s
first year.

A second note regards the different spelling of the latter’s name which, in my opinion, tells us that
the whole tablet was written when already he had the control of a considerable portion of power, while the
mention of his “gift”” shows the moment when he took office. Note that Ni-zi's last year overlaps the first
year of Enna—dDagun, as shown by TM 1368, dated by its colophon, dub-gar / 1d ¥u ba-ti / in v,/ Nl-zi /
lugal / 3 mu: “report of (the goods) received when NI-z/ was lugal; third year™ (rv. 10:3-8).

Going back to the first part of TM 2412+, the one regarding NI-zi, and especially to the sections
“duplicated™ by TM 1299, it becomes clear. as expected, that these are not the first and only deliveries by
NT-zi. but his “days”™ (u,-u,, see TM 1933 rv. 3:2-3) covered a period of, at least, three years.

That is confirmed by another partially “parallel” tablet, TM 1657, which retains a special place in
the present and in the third group, because it registers trades occurring in a four-year time span. In fact, its
colophon reads: an-$&-g (silver) /[ ] 1i/ blank / lugal &-du 4 mu: “Total: silver, that... (by) the lugal for
four years™ (rv. 9:1-5), to be compared with TM 1559 rv. 10:1-5: an-3&-gi (silver) / ABxAS ABXAS /ma-
i / d4%-du / 4 mu: “Total: silver (by) the elders of Mari for four years™."

So. since Enna-Dagan’s name is never mentioned in TM 1657 and it is written without the * deter-
minative in TM 1559, it makes me think that the quoted texts belong mainly to the NI-zi's period. On the
other hand. the repeated mention of the Enna-Dagan’s name in TM 1559, supports the idea that he was
already active at Mari as shown also by TM 1564 in Table 3. Note that TM 1657s totals almost match the
NI-zi's totals reported by TM 1953,

TM 1657 and 1559, the two four-year reports, raise another problem yet, namely the mention of the
names of the Mari old royal couple. TM 1559 quotes queen Baba at the beginning in relation with Enna-
1. her sagi, cup-bearer, while TM 1657 registers Iblu-Il and his spouse’s names in connection with the
ExPAP, the place of the “libation pipes™ in two separate transactions™ unquestionably belonging to the
torth year.

The third group of texts

For a series of reasons the third group of texts is the most complex to be put together. It is based on
three tablets: TM 1564, a list of eleven entries all regarding Enna-Dagan except the last one; it shares the

13. Enna-Dagan is written without the “determinative in front of the name of the god Dagan in TM 1299. 1368 (third year of
NI-zih. 1359, 1564, 1953, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2367, 3118, 3300

14, See D. Charpin, RA 76 (1982) -6,

15. TM 1637 rv. 4:7-7:2; R:1-8. Note the mention of En-npe-Nt in the previous section {rv. & 1-5}.
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L. VIGANO

last two sections with TM 1233 which, thus, plays the role of binding TM 1564* and TM 2133 together.
The “common™ point marks the beginning of Enna-"Dagan’s first year in office.

TM 1564 begins to list monthly amounts of sitver and gold exclusively connected with Enna-Dagan
and his offices (ma¥kim) and covers, at least, a time span of one and a half year. Section 9 (rv. 3:1-4:6),
then, marks a departure from the regular pattern of the tablet; it not only adds the 9.30 pounds of silver by
the Mari elders (ABXAS) to the list but qualifies the transaction as a delivery ($u mu-tak,) and also provi-
des the names of the Ebla officials, namely Ar-Ennum and GIBIL-za-il. The present entry is “duplicated”
in TM 1233 and labeled nig.ba, “gift” like many other deliveries from Mari. In other words, the final sec-
tion of TM 1564 together with its “duplicates™ establishes when Enna-Dagan came into office delivering
his “gift” in the customary formal way.

That is not all. TM 21335 picks the matter up where TM 1364 left it over continuing the series of the
monthly deliveries. Three more tablets join the two already mentioned: TM 1557, a list of sixteen
monthly(?) deliveries by Mari, the above mentioned TM 1657, that resurfaces after the break dealing with
Enna-Dagan, and TM 1571,

Unfortunately, later on, TM 1233 mentions more deliveries like in rv.1:3°-2:4% 3:1°-5%; 5:1°-6%; 7:9-
8:1; 8:6-10 that T have marked with an arrow in Table 3, but the text is damaged and it is difficult to find
“duplicates” or link them to a definite time.

Conclusions

It seems to me that the present compilation has provided a contintious list of trades regarding the
three main figures from Mari: Iblu-Il, NI-z/ and Enna-‘Dagan. HI-da-ar, the fourth one, has already surfa-
ced here and there, but has not played a significant role yet. On the other hand, quite a few reports have
been left aside like the nig-sdm, “price-tablets” (see TM 1983 and 2452), like the list of deliveries TM
2233, or like other texts that need further study (see TM 1368 or 1559).

1t was not the goal of this paper to explore the reasons for such a high number of “duplicates”; howe-
ver, the mention in TM 1983 or 2452, both nig-sdm/price tablets, of the same Ebla officials and of the same
geographical names quoted in the texts of Table 1 and 2, makes me think that the “repetition” of the same
trade in different tablets is due to the diverse purpose of the single document. In other words, the Ebla scri-
bes “repeated” the same section in the nig-sdm/price tablets to indicate the money amount coming from the
sale of so many garments, but reported the same quantity in the summaries or in the mu-tiim-tablets to pro-
vide the totals of silver and gold brought into the treasury by the Ebla officials for taxation purpose as I
have suggested already in my paper regarding Mari and Ebla.*

30. Enna-Dagan’s name is written without the “determinative.
58. “Mari and Ebla: Of Times and Rulers” (forthcoming).
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