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Cancer is one of the most well-known and deadliest diseases that we are aware of. There are 

many kinds of antitumoral-drugs and cisplatin, the first drug based on a transition metal, is of 

utmost importance. Such a success to dight different types of cancer, has motivated the research 

of other metal-based compounds with cytotoxic activity. Ruthenium Arene complexes of general 

formula [Ru(ŋ6-arene) (X)(Y)(Z)] have shown anti-cancer activities. In this report, an overview of 

the latest published complexes is made, with emphasis on the anticancer behaviour and 

cytotoxicity exhibited by the compounds and any possible relationship with the structural aspects. 
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